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but  as  an  Investment 
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SCHOOL    COMMITTEE 


CHAIRMAN 

Joseph  A.  Harlow 

CLERK 

Mrs.  William  P.  Argy 

COMMITTEE 

Residence 

Term  expires 

^y          Turners  Falls 

1947 

Turners  Falls 

1948       . 

ron        Turners  Falls 

1947 

n,  Jr.     Montague 

1947 

Turners  Falls 

1946 

Turners  Falls 

1948 

Montague  City 

1946 

Turners  Falls 

1948 

Turners  Falls 

1946 

Name 

Mrs.  William  P.  Argy 
Samuel  Blassberg 
Mrs.  Joseph  R.  Charron 
Mrs.  George  A.  Gunn,  Jr 
Joseph  A.  Harlow 
Eugene  Koch 
Arthur  Martineau 
Wayne  Pleasant 
Philip  D.  Shanahan 


SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS 

Arthur  E.  Burke,  Turners  Falls,  Massachusetts 

Office:  Turners  Falls  High  School 

Secretary  to  Superintendent  of  Schools 

Catherine  M.  Kelley 
Telephone  529 

Office  open  from  8:30  a.m.  to  12  and  from  1:15  to  5  p.m., 
daily.  Saturday,  9  a.m.  to  12.  The  Superintendent  may  be 
seen  at  his  office,  by  appointment,  practically  any  time.  Tele- 
phone 505. 
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CALENDAR  FOR  1946 
High  School 


Open  January  2,  1946 
Close  February  21,  1946 

Vacation 
Open  March  4,  1946 
Close  April  17,  1946 

Long  week-end 
Open  April  22,  1946 
Close  June  14,  1946 


Open  September  3,  1946 
Close  December  20,  1946 

Elementary  Schools 

Open  January  2,  1946 

Close  February  21,  1946  8  weeks 

Vacation 
Open  March  4,  1946 
Close  April  12,  1946  6  weeks 

Vacation 
Open  April  22,  1946 
Close  June  7,  1946  7  weeks 


8  weeks 

7  weeks 

8  weeks 

23  weeks 

16  weeks 

21  weeks 


Open  September  3,  1946 

Close  December  20,  1946  16  weeks 


No  School  Signal  in  Turners  Falls  and  Montague  City 

Whenever  it  seems  advisable  to  close  school  on  account  of 
severe  weather  the  "No  School"  signal  will  be  given.  At  7:15 
a.m.,  two  blasts  of  the  gong  repeated  once  (2-2)  will  signify  no 
session  for  the  High  School.  The  same  signal,  sounded  at 
7:45  a.m.,  or  at  12:30  p.m,,  will  indicate  no  session  for  the 
elementary  schools.  When  there  is  no  session  for  the  elemen- 
tary schools  in  the  morning  it  is  to  be  assumed  that  there  will 
be  school  in  the  afternoon  unless  the  signal  is  sounded  again. 
The  signal  will  be  given  by  the  siren  of  the  Fire  Department. 

The  school  officials  will  also  notify  Station  WHAI  and  the 
management  of  the  station  will  extend  the  courtesy  of  announc- 
ing the  "No  School"  signal.  Parents  and  pupils  are  advised  to 
listen  in  for  this  announcement  at  7:15  a.m.,  and  at  12:30  p.m. 
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No  School  Signal  in  Millers  Falls 

At  7:45  a.m.,  two  blasts  of  the  gong  repeated  once  (2-2) 
will  signify  no  session  for  the  Highland  School.  The  same 
signal,  sounded  at  12  noon,  will  indicate  no  session  for  the  af- 
ternoon. When  there  is  no  session  of  the  Highland  School  in 
the  morning  it  is  assumed  that  there  will  be  school  in  the  after- 
noon unless  the  signal  is  sounded  again.  The  signal  at  Millers 
Falls  will  be  rung  by  the  gong  of  the  Fire  Station. 

No  School  Signal  in  Montague  Center 

Whenever  the  "No  School"  signal  is  announced  for  the 
Montague  Center  School  the  principal  of  that  building  will  be 
notified.  He  will  communicate  with  the  drivers  of  the  school 
busses  who  will  use  every  means  possible  to  get  this  information 
to  the  pupils.  It  is'  suggested  that  the  pupils  of  this  precinct 
listen  in  for  the  radio  announcement  from  Station  WHAL 


Name  of  Teacher 
George  F.  Wrightson, 


Earl  E.  Lorden 

Edwin  Prondecki 
Charles  H.  Galvin 
John  E.  Welch 
Bernard  J.  Foley 
Louise  C.  Clark 
Welcome  Ayer 

Alice  Teed 

Helen  McGillicuddy 
V.  Lillian  Politella 

Florence  C.  Porter 


LIST  OF  TEACHERS 

Turners  Falls)  High  School 

Began  Service 
Position  in  Montague 

Principal        Holy  Cross  College  1929 

Columbia,  Harvard 
*Clark  University   (4) 

University  of  N.  H.  1922 

*  Springfield  College  (2) 
*Boston  Univ.;  Univ.  of  N.  H.  (3) 
Colgate  University  1943 

Amherst  College 
Norwich  University  1931 


History,  Coach 
Physical  Ed. 


Science 

Aeronautics 

Science 

Physical  Ed. 

Science,  History 

Physical  Ed. 

Latin,  English 

Math.,  Phys.  Ed. 

Latin 

English 


English,  Speech 

English 
Spanish 

French 


Holy  Cross  College 
Holy  Cross  College 


1943 
1937 


1933 


University  of  Vermont 
*  University  of  Maine 

Oshkosh  Normal;  Smith 

College  1920 

*Harvard;  Univ.  of  London;* 
*Breadloaf 

Emerson  College;  *Harvard,    1929 
*Boston  Univ.;  Univ.  of  N.  H.  (4) 

Conn.   College  for  Women       1932 

Mass.  State  College  1943 

*Middlebury  College  (3) 

Middlebury  College  1934 

*Penn.  State,  *Middlebury  (4) 
*Univ.  of  Poitiers,  France 


*  Indicates  attendance  at  summer  school. 

(2)  Indicates  2  summer  sessions  at  same  school. 
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Name  of  Teacher 
Evelyn  C.  Lindsay 

Edward  M.  Vinten 
Olive  L.  Little 


Eileen  R.  Maguire 
Alice  H.  Reum 


Position 
Mathematics 

Math.,  History 
Commercial 


Home  Econ. 


Waldo  J.  Perkins       Manual  Train. 

Shop  Math. 

Dorothea  Shute         English,  Social 

Science,  Library 


Margaret  Crean      Com.  Geography 

Mathematics 

Therese  Parks         Sec.  to  Principal 


Bates  College; 

Columbia  Univ. 

Colgate  University 

Bay  Path  Institute 
*Simmons   (2);  Harvard; 
*Vermont  Univ.;  *B.  U. ; 
*Univ.  of  Michigan; 
*Conn.  State  College 

Boston  University 

Framingham  Teachers 
College 
*M.  S.  C;  Fitchburg  T.  C 

Keene  Teachers  College 


Began  Service 
in  Montague 
1928 


1945 
1926 


1945 
1937 
1934 
1943 


Boston  Univ.;  American 
Academy  Dramatic  Arts; 
Radcliffe;  Smith;  *Harvard  (3); 

*  Columbia  University,  Breadloaf 
Mass.  State  College  1937 

*  University  of  N.  H. 

1945 


The  Grammar  School 


Rose  E.  Shanahan 
Anna  R.  Daley 

Blondena  J.  Argy 


Principal 
Grade  7 
Grade  7 


Grade  8 


Mrs.  Ellen  A.  Treml  Grade  8 

Isabel  M.  Holmes         Special  Class 
Irene  E.  Hanifin  Grade  6 


Rita  E.  Conway 
Agnes  Hanifin 

Lucille  Grogan 


Grade  6 
Grade  5 

Grade  5 


Fitchburg  Teachers  College,    1917 

*  Columbia  University 
Fitchburg  Teachers  College, 

*  Harvard,  Clark  University 
*Hyannis   (4) 

Fitchburg  Teachers  College, 
*Hyannis,  Fitchburg  (2), 

*  Boston  University 
Westfield  Teachers  College, 
Simmons  College 
Fitchburg  Teachers  College 

*Hyannis,  *Mass.  State  (2) 
North  Adams  Teachers  Col., 
Fitchburg  Teachers  College 

*Hyannis,  *Mass.  State  (2) 
Bridgewater  Teachers  Col., 

*Hvannis,  *  Fitchburg  Teachers 
Col.,  *Univ.  of  New  Hampshire 


1911 


1921 


1904 
1945 
1933 

1939 
1936 

1932 


New  Eighth  Street  School 


Margaret  E.  Shea 
Catherine  H.  Leary 
Christine  M.  Haeussler 


Principal        Fitchburg  Teachers  College     1910 
Grade  3      *  Boston  University 
Grade  3        Westfield  Teachers  College      1914 

*Columbia  Univ.,  *Fitchburg 
Grade  4       Lowell  Teachers  College  1944 

*American  Institute  Normal 
Methods 


*  Indicates  attendance  at  summer  school. 

(2)  Indicates  2  summer  sessions  at  same  school. 
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Central  Street  School 


Ncmie  of  Teacher  Position 

Mrs.  Marjorie  E,  O'Connell 

Principal,  Grade  1 
Elizabeth  M.  Alexander  Grade  1 
Mrs.  Mary  M.  Leary  Grade  2 


Marjorie  E.  Studer 


Grade  2 


Began  Service 
in  Montague 


Framingham  T.  College  1935 

Fitchburg  Teachers  Col.,  1944 

Westfield  Teachers  Col.,  1897 

*Mass.  State  College 
Lesley  Normal,  *  Boston  1933 

Univ.,  *Hyannis  Teachers 
College  (3) 


Mrs.  Josephine  Foster 

Principal,  Grades  3-4 
Mary  A.  Miner  Grades  1-2 


South  End  School 

Westfield  Teachers  College       1902 
Castleton  Normal  1923 


Montague  City  School 


Elizabeth  E.  Ramage 

Principal,  Grades  1-2 
Katharine  I.  O'Brien       Grades  5-6 


Lenita  Clark 


Grades  3-4 


Fitchburg  Teachers  College  1917 
*Mass.  State  College 

North  Adams  Teachers  Col.  1928 
*  Cornell  University 

North  Adams  Teachers  Col.     1944 


Highland  School,  Millers  Falls 

Beatrice  Alber                                             North  Adams  Teachers  Col.  1928 

Principal,  Grades  3-4      *  Fitchburg 

Agnes  K.  Griffin                Grades  5-6        Westfield  Teachers  College  1926 

*Hyannis,   *Fitchburg 

Eva  Kaye                            Grades  7-8        Bridgewater  Teachers  Col.  1943 

Mollie  Stratton                  Grades  1-2        North  Adams  Teachers  Col.  1942 


Montague  Center  School 


Frederick  B.  Oakes 

Acting  Principal,  Grade  8 
Mrs.  Jessie  L.  Wheeler  Grade  7 


Marion  Louise  Gee 


Grade  6 
Grades  4-5 


Margaret  H.  Wells 
Mrs.  Mary  S.  Graves 

Substitute,  Grades  3-4 
Mary  C.  O'Brien  Grade  2 


Christine  A.  Batten  Grade  1 

Marian  E.  Cowan         Special  Class 


Tufts  College,  *Mass.  State     1943 

College  (3) 

Westfield  Teachers  College       1915 

*  North  Adams,  *  Fitchburg 
Keene  State  Teachers  Col.       1943 

*Hyannis,  *Keene,  *M.  S.  C. 
North  Adams  Teachers  Col.      1943 
Westfield   Teachers   College     1929 

Mass.  School  of  Art  1944 

Mass.  State  College 
*Boston  Univ.,  M.  L  T. 

*  Harvard,  Mass.  State 

Keene  Teachers  College  1945 

*  Plymouth,  *Univ.  of  Vt. 
Johnson  Normal  School  1930 

*North  Adams,  *Hyannis 

*  Syracuse,  *  Johnson, 
*Univ.  of  Vt. 
*Univ.  of  Maine  (6) 


*  Indicates  attendance  at  summer  school. 

(2)  Indicates  2  summer  sessions  at  same  school. 
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Supervisors 

Began  Service 
Name  of  Teacher  Position  in  Montague 

Lydia  M.  DesOrmeaux  Art        Lowell  Teachers  College  1923 

Mass.  School  of  Art 
*New  York  University  (2) 
Florence  E.  Argy  Vocal  Music        Private  training  (Smith  1931 

College  Instructors) 

*  Columbia  Univ.  *  Eastman 
School  of  Music  (4) 

*  Rochester  University 

Warren  L.  Brigham  Columbia  College                        1925 

Instrumental  Music 

Mrs.  Helen  C.  Reidy  Sargent  school  of  Physical       1941 

Physical  Director  Education,  *Harvard  Univ. 


School  Nurse 

Euphrasia  Purrington,  R.  N.  New  Eng.  Deaconess  Hosp.     1945 

Simmons  Col.,  *Univ.  of  Minn. 


School  Physicians 

Dr.  Kenneth  W.  B.  Jacobus  Turners  Falls 

Dr.  Joseph  R.  Charron  Millers  Falls  and  Montague 


Janitors 

Louis  Puhala,  Turners  Falls  High  School. 

George  Villeneuve,  Turners  Falls  High  School. 

Edward  P.  Shanahan,  The  Grammar  School. 

Harry  Escott,  New  Eighth  Street  and  Central  Street  Schools. 

Edgar  J.  Mullins,  repairman,  janitor  of  South  End  School. 

Frank  Gewehr,  Montague  City  School. 

Foster  Rix,  Highland  School,  Millers  Falls 

John  D.  Payne,  Montague  Center  School. 


Attendance  Officer 
James  P.  McHugh,  Turners  Falls. 


*  Indicates  attendance  at  summer  school. 

(2)  Indicates  2  summer  sessions  at  same  school. 


8  SCHOOL  REPORT 

REPORT  OF  CHAIRMAN  OF  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 

Turners  Falls,  Mass. 
January  23,  1946 
To  the  Citizens  of  Montague : 

The  School  Committee  begs  to  present  its  report  for  1945. 
Our  report  is  the  least  in  importance  and  the  ones  that  follow 
deserve  careful  reading  and  contain  details  that  explain  the 
success  of  our  department. 

The  time  of  our  committee  meetings  has  been  changed  to 
accommodate  busy  members.  We  now  meet  Thursday  eve- 
nings and  the  attendance  at  meetings  has  been  excellent. 
Among  our  early  problems  was  that  of  transportation.  Mrs. 
Klotzle  asked  to  be  released  from  her  contract  after  many  / 
years  of  satisfactory  service.  Mr.  George  Chapin  was  awarded 
the  contract  for  those  routes.  He  has  obtained  two  new 
busses  and  expects  a  third  one  soon. 

We  succeeded  this  year  in  having  five  buildings  painted 
outside  and  some  painting  done  inside  at  the  high  school.  The 
high  school  heating  plant  has  been  changed  back  to  oil  and  the 
ugly  coal  pile  outside  the  building  has  been  removed.  The  old 
heating  unit  at  Central  St.  School  had  to  be  replaced.  A  new  ' 
tubular  boiler  was  installed  during  the  Christmas  vacation. 

The  teachers'  salary  schedule  was  revised  to  overcome 
inequalities  so  that  a  teacher  is  no  longer  penalized  because 
she  happens  to  be  teaching  in  one  of  the  lower  grades.  The 
decline  in  school  enrolment  continues  to  plague  your  commit- 
tee. We  have  tried  to  combine  classes  and  the  attempt  to 
transfer  the  fifth  and  sixth  grades  from  Montague  City  met 
such  solid  resistance  that  the  idea  was  given  up. 

Destruction  of  the  Montague  Center  School  by  fire  on 
December  22  was  a  catastrophe  for  that  part  of  the  town. 
School  was  not  in  session  so  no  lives  were  endangered.  The 
committee  voted  to  transport  the  children  to  the  Highland 
School  in  Millers  Falls  during  the  emergency.  Fortunately, 
there  was  sufficient  room  for  them  in  that  building  and  on  the 
whole  this  arrangement  is  working  well. 

Your  committee  recommends  that  more  land  be  acquired 
while  it  is  available,  adjoining  the  High  School  and  Grammar 
School  plots.  We  also  advise  the  purchase  of  bleachers  for 
seating  accommodations  at  the  high  school  athletic  field.  The 
old  wooden  ones  are  no  longer  safe. 

1945  Budget  and  Net  Cost  of  Schools  to  Town 

1945— Salaries    $145,080.25 

Expenses    45,525.00 


Total         $190,605.25 
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By  virtue  of  the  School  Department,  the  Town  of  Mon- 
tague has  received  the  following  amounts  in  the  form  of  reim- 
bursements and  receipts : 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts : 

General  School  Fund— Teachers'  Salaries  $11,316.00 

Americanization  Classes 243.81 

Tuition  of  State  Wards 1,824.98 

Town  of  Erving : 

High  School  Tuition   2,208.96 

Lip  Reading  Tuition 13.00 

Americanization  Class 44.36 

Town  of  Gill : 

High  School  Tuition    6,864.62 

Americanization  Class   16.58 

Tuition  paid  by  individuals 319.90 

Rentals,  telephone  tolls,  supplies  sold 27.16 

Insurance — Lightning  Damage 465.48 

TOTAL  RECEIPTS $23,344.85 

Unexpended  appropriation  returned  to  town  .        1,641.25 

TOTAL  CREDITS  $24,986.10 

Net  Cost  of  Schools  to  the  town $165,619.15 

(total  appropriation  less  credits). 

As  the  country  returns  to  a  peacetime  basis  with  its 
problems  of  reconversion,  your  committee  feels  that  the  schools 
are  more  important  than  ever.  Hundreds  of  billions  of 
dollars  have  been  spent  to  teach  our  youth  to  kill.  Those  boys 
are  now  coming  home  to  a  country  beset  by  strikes.  A  crime 
wave  must  be  expected  of  a  magnitude  that  we  cannot  foretell. 
Our  school  system  must  shoulder  its  part,  along  with  the  home 
and  church,  to  see  that  the  next  generation  is  taught  to  live. 
The  personnel  of  the  Montague  School  Department  is  aware 
of  this  job  and  we  want  them  to  know  that  we  appreciate  their 
efforts. 

As  Chairman  of  the  School  Committee  I  want  to  take  this 
opportunity  to  thank  the  members  for  their  public  spirited 
service  in  behalf  of  our  schools. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOSEPH  A.  HARLOW,  Chairman 


10  SCHOOL  REPORT 

REPORT  OF  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS 

Turners  Falls,  Mass. 
January  23,  1946 

To  the  School  Committee  of  the  Town  of  Montague : 

I  present  herewith  my  ninth  annual  report  as  Superin- 
tendent of  Schools  in  the  Town  of  Montague.  This  is  the 
forty-eighth  in  the  series  of  annual  reports  presented  by  the 
administrative  officers  of  the  Montague  Public  Schools. 

The  year  1945  saw  Democracy  beat  down  a  grave 
threat.  The  atomic  bomb  brought  about  the  happy  suddenness 
of  V-J  Day  and  the  end  of  the  greatest  conflict  in  history. 
Although  it  might  be  argued  that  victory  was  due  to  superi- 
ority of  weapons  and  resources,  it  must  be  admitted  that  our 
public  schools  contributed  much  to  that  victory  because  the 
victory  was  won  by  men  who  had  been  educated  in  our  schools 
and  had  received  their  preliminary  training  in  the  schools  of 
America.  Since  Pearl  Harbor  our  educational  systems  have 
been  geared  and  dedicated  to  the  winning  of  the  war. 

In  the  future  it  is  likely  that  there  will  be  a  complete 
re-direction  of  the  former  aims  and  activities  of  our  public 
schools.  The  main  objective  during  the  past  four  years  has 
been  the  winning  of  the  war.  Now  we  shall  be  confronted 
with  the  pressing  problems  of  returning  the  veteran  to  civilian 
life  and  his  entering  into  our  educational  institutions;  the  re- 
conversion of  industry  and  business  to  peace-time  service ;  the 
prevention  of  inflation  and  the  readjustment  of  our  social  and 
political  scheme  to  normal  American  life.  All  of  this  will 
probably  cause  some  impatience  and  dissatisfaction. 

It  is  possible  that  the  demand  for  lower  taxes  may  cause 
a  mild  reaction  against  governmental  costs  such  as  the  cost 
of  operating  our  schools  but  in  this  connection  it  will  be  inter- 
esting to  recall  the  valuable  emergency  services  rendered  by 
your  schools  and  the  endless  sacrifices  made  by  the  administra- 
tive and  teaching  staffs  during  World  War  II. 

In  this  re-adjustment  period  we  shall  fi-nd  former  teach- 
ers returning  to  our  school  system ;  but  it  is  not  likely  that  the 
teacher  shortage  will  be  relieved  because  of  the  decided  de- 
crease in  the  numbers  enrolled  in  our  teacher-training  insti- 
tutions during  recent  years.  There  has  been  a  policy  of  liber- 
alizing in  respect  to  teachers'  salaries,  tenure  and  retirement 
allowances,  and  it  will  be  a  serious  loss  to  education  if  these 
ix)licies  are  not  fully  maintained.  The  problems  of  school 
maintenance  and  repair  will  become  easier  as  labor  and  ma- 
terials can  be  re-directed  to  peace-time  construction. 

The  education  of  the  returning  veteran  is  already  the 
concern  of  the  School  Department.  Several  men  have  al- 
ready enrolled  at  the  Turners  Falls  High  School  to  earn  suf- 
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ficient  credits  for  their  high  school  diploma.  This  arrangement 
makes  it  possible  for  the  veterans  to  complete  their  high 
school  education  without  drawing  on  the  benefits  due  them 
under  the  G-I  educational  program.  Emphasis  which  has 
been  placed  during  the  war  in  such  fields  as  physical  education, 
mathematics,  shop  subjects  and  modern  languages,  should  be 
maintained  as  well  as  the  war-time  momentum  given  to  those 
spiritual  qualities  of  loyalty,  patriotism  and  good  citizenship. 
Durng  the  fall  of  1945  a  "Back  to  School  Drive"  was  under- 
taken throughout  the  country  with  the  thought  that  boys  and 
girls  who  had  left  school  for  profitable  employment  should  be 
guided  back  to  their  classrooms  so  that  they  might  complete 
their  education  and  therefore  be  of  greater  value  to  their 
community  and  to  the  nation  in  developing  a  post-war  program 
of  prosperity  and  peace. 

There  can  be  no  light  in  the  beacon  of  peace  unless  en- 
lightened men  and  women  keep  it  bright.  If  it  had  not  been 
for  the  boys  and  girls  who  have  had  the  good  sense  to  stay  in 
school  and  learn  to  use  their  heads  we  would  never  have  con- 
verted to  victory  as  quickly  as  we  did,  nor  will  we  convert  to 
peace  with  speed  unless  we  man  our  peace-time  stations  as  ef- 
ficiently as  we  did  our  battle-stations. 

ENROLMENT 

The  enrolment  of  the  Public  Schools  of  Montague  on 
October  -1,  1945,  was  1254  as  compared  with  1288  on  the  cor- 
responding date  of  1944.  The  following  tables  show  the  com- 
parative enrolment  of  the  Public  Schools  of  the  Town  of  Mon- 
tague during  the  20-year  period,  1926  to  1945. 
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Comparative  Enrolment  by  Buildings — 1926-1945 


o 

o 

W 
-^ 

-i-j 
00 

m 

00 

O 

m 
O 

c 

A 

o 
m 

%6 

m 

3 

o 

c 

w 

A 
O 

13 
o 
Eh 

Oct.   1926 

304 

248 

134 

134 

138 

117 

99 

*248 

222 

9 

1653 

1927 

326 

238 

114 

144 

153 

112 

104 

244 

219 

11 

1665 

1928 

369 

245 

125 

158 

148 

107 

104 

241 

209 

11 

1717 

1929 

426 

245 

132 

166 

150 

95 

104 

213 

209 

10 

1750 

1930. 

419 

239 

*149 

*167 

*155 

*126 

114 

199 

235 

9 

1812 

1931 

440 

249 

139 

154 

143 

109 

115 

189 

227 

12 

1777 

1932 

501 

256 

135 

161 

140 

104 

108 

175 

238 

1818 

1933 

500 

253 

133 

150 

136 

111 

108 

158 

*240 

1789 

1934 

550 

229 

139 

135 

131 

108 

*117 

162 

230 

1801 

1935 

553 

226 

125 

143 

113 

90 

107 

153 

221 

1731 

1936 

540 

225 

117 

142 

123 

77 

97 

142 

206 

1669 

1937 

545 

229 

123 

129 

107 

69 

98 

130 

183 

1613 

1938 

*593 

191 

134 

114 

94 

83 

93 

124 

180 

1606 

1939 

569 

175 

120 

105 

106 

72 

86 

109 

175 

1517 

1940 

568 

172 

110 

92 

105 

76 

96 

111 

176 

1506 

1941 

524 

*261 

93 

94 

76 

94 

98 

187 

1427 

1942 

509 

231 

85 

86 

77 

88 

97 

192 

1365 

1943 

459 

246 

84 

86 

71 

71 

104 

171 

1292 

1944 

473 

252 

73 

91 

70 

68 

105 

156 

1288 

1945 

445 

249 

69 

103 

50 

70 

110 

158 

1254 

*  Indicates  maximum  enrolment. 

The  above  table  reveals  the  following  differentials  be- 
tween the  maximum  enrolment  in  the  history  of  the  public 
schools  and  the  enrolment  on  October  1,  1945. 


School  Maximum 

High  School  ... 593  (1938) 

Grammar  School 261  (1941) 

New  8th  St.  School 149  (1930) 

Old  8th  St.  School 167  (1930) 

Central  St.  School    155  (1930) 

South  End  School 126  (1930) 

Montague  City  School  .  .  117  (1934) 

Highland  School,  Millers  248  (1926) 

Montague  Center  School  240  (1933) 


Enrolment 

Oct.  1, 1945 

Difference 

445 

—148 

249 

—  12 

69 

—  80 

Closed 

—167 

103 

—  52 

50 

—  76 

70 

—  47 

110 

—138 

158 

—  82 
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The  largest  school  enrolment  was  in  1932  when  the  total 
was  1818.  The  present  enrolment  is  1252  or  566  less  than  the 
maximum.  In  October  1945  the  following  buildings  had 
rooms  that  were  not  being  used : 

School  Rooms  not  being  used 

October  1945 

New  8th  St 1  room 

Old  8th  St 4  rooms 

South  End    2  rooms 

Montague  City 1  room 

Millers  Falls 4  rooms 

Montague  Center   1  room 

TOTAL 13  rooms 

In  regard  to  the  above  it  may  be  inferred  that  it  has 
been  the  policy  of  the  Superintendent  to  recommend  consolida- 
tion of  classes  and  to  close  rooms  which  were  not  actually 
needed  with  the  thought  of  increased  efficiency  of  instruction 
and  economy  of  operation. 
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DIFFERENTIALS  BETWEEN  MAXIMA  AND 
1945  ENROLMENT 


Grade  1      

2      

3     

4     

5      

6     

7      

8      

Freshmen     

Sophomore     

Juniors     

Seniors     

Post-Graduates     .... 

Special  Class     

All  Grades     

TUITION  PUPILS 

Tuition  pupils  enrolled  in  the  Turners  Falls  High  School 
on  October  1,  1945,  have  the  following  geographical  distribu- 
tion: 

Gill    31 

Erving     22 

Greenfield     1 

State  Wards    5 


1945 

Maximum   Yr. 

Total 

Diiferential 

198 

(1926) 

102 

96 

182 

(1927) 

120 

62 

194 

(1929) 

91 

103 

189 

(1930) 

80 

109 

181 

(1931) 

90 

91 

173 

(1932) 

106 

67 

169 

(1933) 

101 

68 

157 

(1930) 

100 

57 

170 

(1937) 

117 

53 

162 

(1938) 

125 

37 

139 

(1939) 

99 

40 

120 

(1940) 

100 

20 

22 

(1932) 

2 

20 

36 

(1934) 

21 

15 

1818 

(19.32) 

1254 

564 

59 

The  high  school  tuition  rate  as  approved  by  the  School 
Committee  is  $139.00  for  the  current  year.  This  is  a  decrease 
of  five  dollars  from  the  tuition  rate  of  the  school  year  1944-45. 

The  Town  of  Montague  is  affording  tuition  for  six  boys 
who  are  attending  the  Greenfield  Vocational  School  where  the 
tuition  rate  is  $145  per  year.  At  the  present  time  the  town  is 
also  paying  the  tuition  of  three  veterans  who  are  enrolled  in  the 
Evening  Trade  Extension  Courses  in  plumbing  and  carpentry 
at  the  Greenfield  Vocational  School.  Another  veteran  is  en- 
rolled as  a  day  student  at  Waltham  Trade  School  to  become 
skilled  in  watch  repairing. 

TRANSPORTATION 

During  the  year  1945  the  School  Department  spent 
$14,469.90  for  transportation.  The  following  chart  gives  a 
summary  of  the  transportation  as  well  as  statistics  on  the  num- 
ber of  pupils  who  remain  at  school  for  lunch  and  require  noon 
supervision. 
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No. 

%at 

No.  Pupils 

Per-cent 

Pupils  at 

school 

School 

Enrolment 

Transp, 

Transp. 

noon  lunch 

at  noon 

High  School 

445 

123 

27.6% 

Varies 

Varies 

Grammar  School 

248 

35 

14.1% 

46 

18.5% 

New  8th  St. 

69 

13 

18.8% 

11 

16    % 

Central  St. 

103 

17 

16.5% 

10 

10    % 

Montague  City 

69 

1 

.7% 

8 

11.6% 

Millers  Falls 

106 

19 

17.9% 

18 

17    % 

Montague 

158 

96 

60    % 

116 

73    %  ' 

St.  Ann's 

114 

38 

33    % 

The  pupils  who  eat  lunch  at  school  are  supervised  by 
the  teachers  in  the  various  buildings  who  rotate  their  sched- 
ules in  order  to  provide  supervision  during  the  lunch  hour. 

The  transportation  item  in  the  school  budget  will  be  in- 
creased by  more  than  four  thousand  dollars  during  the  year 
1946  because  of  the  transportation  of  the  Montague  Center 
pupils  to  the  Highland  School  at  Millers  Falls. 

During  the  year  1945  the  School  Department  awarded  new 
school  bus  contracts  to  George  W.  Chapin  of  Montague,  follow- 
ing the  resignation  of  Mrs.  Lena  M.  Klotzle  whose  family  had 
been  awarded  the  contracts  for  the  past  twenty-three  years. 
Although  we  speak  of  the  cost  of  transportation,  it  is  not  the 
chief  point  of  consideration.  The  School  Department  is 
aware  of  the  efficient  service  rendered  by  Moreau  and  Klotzle 
who  always  considered  the  safety,  comfort  and  convenience  of 
the  pupils.  During  this  long  period  of  service  it  was  an  un- 
usual situation  to  have  pupils  reported  tardy  because  of  the 
bus  schedule.  The  bus  owners  exercised  unusual  care  in  the 
selection  of  their  drivers  because  they  realized  that  much  more 
than  mechanical  skill  was  required  of  the  person  who  had  the 
oversight  and  management  of  a  group  of  vigorous  and  some- 
times restless  youngsters  being  trasported  to  and  from  school. 
Moreau  and  Klotzle  supervised  the  conduct  on  the  busses  and 
saw  to  it  that  strict  discipline  was  observed  as  a  matter  of 
safety.  When  we  take  into  consideration  the  number  of  miles 
traveled  and  the  number  of  pupils  transported  it  is  a  tribute 
to  the  interest  and  supervision  of  this  firm  that  they  estab- 
lished such  an  excellent  record  in  the  history  of  school  trans- 
portation. 
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ATTENDANCE 

A  survey  conducted  by  the  Mass.  Teachers'  Federation 
revealed  that  the  attendance  of  the  Montague  Public  Schools 
was  second  among  cities  and  towns  with  a  population  of  5,000 
or  over.  Certificates  for  perfect  attendance  were  awarded 
for  the  school  year  beginning  September  1944  and  ending 
June  1945 : 

High  School    43  awards         9.5%  of  school 

Elementary  Schools  .  .  65  awards         7.9%  of  school 

The  annual  report  of  James  J.  McHugh,  Attendance 
Officer,  records  forty-five  cases  investigated  to  determine  the 
cause  of  absence.     The  detailed  report  is  as  follows: 

Excused  because  of  illness   22 

,      Absent  with  parent's  consent   5 

Other  good  causes      13 

Truancy      5 


BONDS  AND  STAMPS 

The  pupils  and  teachers  of  the  Montague  Public  Schools 
have  purchased  War  Savings  Stamps  and  Bonds  to  the  amount 
of  $137,436.30  since  the  beginning  of  the  sales  in  the  schools 
in  March  1943.  The  following  figures  indicate  the  volume  of 
sales  for  the  several  school  years : 

March  1,  1943  to  June  1943   $20,463.00 

September  1943  to  June  1944   73,742.65 

September  1944  to  June  1945 37,572.75 

September  1945  to  December  1945   5,657.90 


TOTAL         $137,436.30 


PROFESSIONAL  IMPROVEMENT 

The  following  teachers  pursued  summer  courses  during 
1945 : 

Dorothea  Shute  at  Bread  Loaf 

Frederick  B.  Oakes  at  Massachusetts  State  College 


SCHOOL  REPORT 


19 


CHANGES  IN  PERSONNEL 


Name 
Anna  L.  Shea 
Grace  G.  Bitzer 
Ellen  L.  McCarthy 
Anna  Sojka 
Anna  T.  Dunleavy 
Olga  Jurgilewicz 
Helen  Strehle 


Celina  M.  Paulin 

Mrs.  Ethel  McLaughlin 

Walter  Casey 


Resignations 

Position 
High  School 
Central  St.  School 
South  End 
Montague  Center 
Montague  Center 
Grammar  School 
Montague  City 


Secretary,  High   School 
Operator  of  Cafeteria 
Attendance  Officer 


Year  of 

Reason  App'm't 

Another  position    1930 

Marriage 

Illness 

Another  position 
Marriage 
Another  position 
Not  to  return 
after  Military 
Service 
Marriage 
Another  position 
Promotion  to 
Chief  of  Police 


1927 
1944 
1930 
1935 
1945 
1937 


1941 
1941 
1931 


Transfer 

Elizabeth  Alexander — from  New  8th  St.  School  to  Central 
St.  School 

Appointments 

Mrs.  Marjorie  E.  O'Connell — ^Principal,  Central  St.  School. 
Frederick    B.    Oakes — Acting    Principal,    Montague    Center 

School. 
Edward  Vinten — History  and  mathematics  at  High  School. 
Eileen  R.  Maguire — Commercial  subjects.  High  School. 
Isabel  Holmes — Special  Class,  Turners  Falls. 
Christine  Batten — Grade  1,  Montague. 
Olga  Jurgilewicz — Special  Class,  Turners  Falls. 
Mrs.  Mary  Whiteman — Operator  of  High  School  Cafeteria. 
James  McHugh — Attendance  officer. 
Therese  Parks — Secretary  to  High  School  Principal. 
George  Villeneuve — Janitor  at  High  School. 

Returned  to  Teaching  after  Military  Service 

Bernard    J.    Foley — Turners    Falls    High    School — December 
3,  1945. 


HOME  ECONOMICS 

"In  the  home  economics  class  the  importance  of  eating  a 
well  balanced  diet  every  day  in  order  to  build  a  strong  body 
was  an  outstanding  factor  taught  in  the  course  dealing  with 
nutrition.  The  care  of  the  laboratory  and  equipment  as  well 
as  the  methods  of  working  in  the  laboratory  were  taught  be- 
fore the  students  began  the  actual  preparation  of  simple 
dishes.  A  course  in  table  service  was  given  in  connection 
with  the  nutrition  course. 
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"On  April  4,  1945,  the  second  annual  basketball  banquet 
was  held  and  dinner  was  served  to  sixty-two.  The  annual 
football  banquet  on  December  11,  1945,  was  served  to  one 
hundred  seventy-one  persons. 

"In  the  clothing  course  the  selection  of  clothing  was  con- 
sidered, special  emphasis  being  placed  on  correct  lines  for  va- 
rious figures  and  methods  of  concealing  undesirable  physical 
defects  as  well  as  methods  of  attaining  the  appearance  of  the 
average  figure  even  when  the  figure  is  not  quite  normal.  The 
effect  of  different  colors  on  the  figure  was  also  considered. 
The  students  were  taught  some  of  the  aspects  of  good  groom- 
ing by  proper  care  of  the  hair,  skin  and  hands. 

"The  pupils  were  taught  the  care  and  operation  of  the 
sewing  machine,  both  electric  and  treadle.  Tliey  studied  the 
use  of  commercial  patterns  and  applied  the  knowledge  when 
making  the  white  aprons  to  be  used  in  the  cooking  laboratory. 
Later  in  the  year  the  girls  made  either  housecoats  or  pajamas, 
thereby  gaining  more  knowledge  in  the  use  of  commercial  pat- 
terns and  acquiring  greater  skill  in  sewing.  For  the  last 
project  they  made  one  of  the  following:  skirts,  blouses,  dresses, 
play  outfits  or  skirts  and  blouses. 

"The  Home  Economics  Club  which  meets  in  the  afternoon 
continues  to  hold  the  interest  of  the  girls  in  the  way  of  extra- 
curricula  activity."  .  . .  Alice  Reum. 


MANUAL  ARTS 

"The  course  in  Manual  Arts  leads  to  worthy  home  mem- 
bership by  enabling  the  boy  to  acquire  such  skill  in  the  use  of 
hand  tools  and  some  wood-working  machines  that  he  will  con- 
tribute to  the  maintenance  of  the  home  by  constructing  many 
useful  articles  and  by  making  minor  repairs. 

"All  of  the  students  made  necktie  racks  as  their  first 
project.  It  was  an  easy  yet  useful  article  to  make  and  enable 
them  to  learn  the  fundamental  processes  and  skills.  Wood-turn- 
ing was  taught  after  fundamental  instruction  in  the  use  of 
hand  tools.  Each  student  made  a  file  handle  in  the  making 
of  which  most  of  the  techniques  of  wood-turning  are  involved. 
Face  plate  turning  was  discussed. 

"The  care  and  operation  of  the  following  wood-working 
machines  were  explained  and  demonstrated :  mitre  saw,  drill 
press,  scroll  saw,  oil  tool  grinder,  wood  joiner,  circular  saw, 
mortising  chisel,  and  electric  sander.  Tools  were  kept  sharp 
and  the  machines  were  kept  in  working  condition.  Saftey 
First  was  taught  and  strictly  adhered  to. 

"In  addition  to  the  necktie  racks  and  file  handles  made  by 
each  student,  over  ninety  projects  were  completed  by  a  class 
of  fifty-two  students.  Sixty  weaving  frames  were  made  for 
the  American  Red  Cross  Rehabilitation  Projects  in  the  Army 
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hospitals.  The  Advanced  Wood-working  group  made  larger 
and  more  intricate  projects. 

"The  first-year  students  in  mechanical  drawing  completed 
ten  sheets  covering  orthographic  projection;  lettering;  dimen- 
sioning; sectioning;  and  material  symbols. 

"The  second-year  students  reviewed  orthographic  projects 
and  covered  auxiliary  projection;  machine  drawing;  and  scale 
drawing.  The  third-year  students  studied  isometric  drawing; 
cabinet  oblique ;  and  development  of  surfaces,  plain  and  curved. 
Fourth-year  students  studied  intersecting  planes  and  curved 
surfaces ;  revolutions ;  thread  forms ;  assembly  and  detail  draw- 
ing." .  .  .Waldo  J.  Perkins. 

VOCAL  MUSIC 

"The  course  of  study  in  music  in  the  elementary  grades 
was  carried  out  according  to  the  Course  of  Study  which  is  in 
the  hands  of  each  teacher.  To  supplement  this  I  give  each 
teacher  a  monthly  outline  stating  in  detail  the  work  to  be  ac- 
complished druing  the  month.  All  songs  are  presented  by 
me  as  I  visit  the  rooms  and  all  new  problems  explained ;  then 
the  classroom  teacher  continues  the  lesson  during  the  week. 

'The  Grammar  School  presented  its  annual  music  produc- 
tion on  May  7th.  "The  World's  Children",  representing  the 
music  of  all  the  allied  nations,  was  given  to  a  capacity  audience. 
The  real  purpose  of  these  productions  is  to  give  the  pupils  of 
this  age  experience  in  the  best  music  that  they  are  capable  of 
singing.  The  fee  which  we  charge  is  nominal  but  we  have 
accumulated  a  small  music  fund  from  which  we  purchased 
during  the  year  a  set  of  circular  steps  to  be  used  by  both  the 
Grammar  School  and  the  High  School  Glee  Clubs.  We  also 
purchased  a  Glockenspiel  for  use  in  the  Grammar  School  Band. 

"There  are  two  Glee  Clubs  in  the  High  School.  The  girls 
took  an  active  part  in  the  Variety  Show  in  May.  The  boys 
appeared  in  the  following  programs :  assembly  in  memory  of 
the  late  President  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt  on  April  13;  Town 
Memorial  Service  on  May  27 ;  High  School  Varieties,  May  25. 
The  girls  number  81  and  the  Boys'  Glee  Club  has  a  member- 
ship of  32.      There  is  a  waiting  list  for  both  clubs. 

"Music  Appreciation  classes  are  held  weekly  for  the 
Freshmen.  A  number  of  pupils  in  the  upper  classes  ap- 
proached me  in  the  fall  and  asked  for  advanced  work  in  Ap- 
preciation, so  I  have  added  two  classes  to  accommodate  these 
students.  There  are  thirty-four  pupils  registered  in  these 
advance  classes."  .  .  .  Florence  E.  Argy. 

INSTRUMENTAL  MUSIC 

"The  High  School  Band  appeared  publicly  as  follows :  five 
football  games,   Hallowe'en  Parade,   Armistice   Day  Parade, 
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V-J  Day  Parade,  War  Bond  Cavalcade,  Memorial  Day  Parade 
and  Exercises,  four  Field  Day  Prog-rams,  Franklin  County 
Fair,  The  Variety  Shovv^,  two  evenings  at  Mass.  State  College 
for  the  annual  Basket-Bail  Tournament,  and  as  escort  to  State 
Guard  upon  return  from  camp. 

"The  elementary  school  band  rehearsed  jointly  at  the  high 
school  auditorium  approximately  every  three  weeks  during  the 
school  year.  They  also  played  one  out-door  concert  at  the 
Montague  Center  School  grounds,  the  Highland  School  grounds 
at  Millers  Falls  and  at  the  Auditorium  in  Turners  Falls. 

"The  High  School  Orchestra  provided  music  for  nearly  all 
functions  in  the  Auditorium  including  Senior  Play,  Junior  Prize 
Speaking  and  Graduation. 

"The  present  roster  of  various  organizations  and  students 
under  my  supervision  is  as  follows  :  High  School  Band  42,  High 
School  Orchestra  13,  Private  Instruction  to  high  school  stu- 
dents 14,  Grammar  School  Band  (50)  of  "which  20  are  from 
Turners  Falls,  18  from  Montague  Center,  6  from  Millers  Falls 
and  6  from  Montague  City."  .  .  .Warren  Brigham. 


ART 

"The  work  in  Art  in  our  schools  has  been  carried  on  in 
accordance  with  the  course  of  study,  the  projects  having  been 
varied  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  times.  Junior  Red  Cross  war 
service  has  proved  the  best  means  to  serve  the  boys  overseas. 
I  have  found  that  practically  in  every  grade  work  can  be  ap- 
plied to  doing  some  hand  w^ork  to  be  used  in  this  service.  Our 
schools  have  made  one  complete  Christmas  Decoration  Unit  of 
1801  pieces  in  the  following  way. 

Grades  1 — 2         150  Christmas  Tree  Ornaments. 

Grade  5  100  Candy     Cane     Tree     Ornaments, 

Grades  7 — 8  500  Christmas  Cards,  500  envelopes, 
250  tray  favors,  200  folding  Christ- 
mas Cards. 

High  School  50  Wall  Decorations,  1  table  Center- 

piece. 

Grades  5 — 6  50  Three    dimensional    table    decora- 

tions. 

The  High  School  Art  Class  also  made  2000  Navy  menu 
covers  for  use  at  Christmas  dinners  on  hospital  ships  and  at 
Navy  bases  abroad. 

"Two  traveling  exhibits  from  the  Museum  of  Modern  Art 
of  New  York  City  were  displayed  and  lectures  given  on  the 
subject  of  famous  paintings.  Art  Week  programs  included 
tableaux  of  famous  paintings  as  well  as  beauty  corners  in  the 
individual  rooms. 
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"The  High  School  participated  in  the  Basketball  Poster 
contest,  in  connection  with  the  tournament  held  at  Amherst 
and  again  one  of  our  students  won  first  prize.  In  December 
we  held  an  exhibition  in  the  High  School  Library  of  masks 
made  by  the  High  School  students. 

"The  seventh  and  eighth  grade  students  took  part  in  the 
poster  contest  of  Mass.  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to 
Animals.  Medals  were  awarded  for  the  best  posters  from 
each  room  participating  in  the  contest, 

"The  children's  "Service  Club"  of  Grade  7D  of  the  Gram- 
mar School  supplied  the  Farren  Memorial  Hospital  with  tray 
favors  made  during  their  club  period.  There  were  one  hun- 
dred holiday  favors  for  each  of  the  following  holidays :  Thanks- 
giving, Christmas,  Valentine's  Day,  Easter  and  May  Day. 
This  club  is  to  be  commended  for  its  fine  spirit  of  service." .  .  . 

Lydia  Des  Ormeaux. 


SPECIAL  CLASS— MONTAGUE  CENTER  SCHOOL 

"The  enrolment  of  the  class  for  the  past  year  has  averaged 
about  twelve.  The  present  group  do  work  according  to  their 
abilities  from  grade  one  through  five. 

"During  the  year  seasonal  projects  have  been  carried  on. 
In  January  the  Eskimos  were  studied.  Eskimo  stories  were 
read;  poems  and  songs  were  learned;  and  posters  were  made 
to  decorate  the  room.  A  winter  mural  was  made  illustrating 
the  different  winter  sports.  In  February  concentration  was 
placed  on  the  lives  of  Lincoln  and  Washington,  emphasis  being 
centered  on  their  virtues  of  honesty,  kindness,  loyalty  and 
truth  which  might  be  carried  over  into  the  lives  of  the  children. 

"Holland  and  the  Dutch  people  were  studied  in  March. 
In  this  project  the  activities  were  correlated  with  art,  music, 
language  and  reading.  Easter  was  observed  in  the  same  man- 
ner with  gifts  and  cards  made  to  be  taken  home. 

"Patriot's  Day  furnished  a  topic  for  April,  bringing  Paul 
Revere  and  the  Battle  of  Lexington  and  Concord  into  our  his- 
tory lessons.  We  adapted  our  studies  in  May  to  Mother's 
Day,  each  child  making  a  gift.  On  Memorial  Day  we  con- 
tributed to  the  program  in  which  all  the  grades  participated. 
In  September  an  Indian  project  was  started  which  continued 
into  October  and  correlated  with  our  study  of  Columbus  and 
with  the  Piligrims  in  November. 

"In  the  handicraft  class  each  child  has  completed  several 
articles  to  use  as  gifts.  These  articles  include  sets  of  pic- 
tures, plateholders  for  memo  pads  or  pot  holders,  calendars, 
jars,  decorated  paper  bowls,  lapel  ornaments,  door  stops  and 
hot  dish  mats. 

"A  remedial  program  has  been  carried  out  in  reading. 
The  arithmetic  program  has  consisted  of  drill  on  the  four 
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fundamental  processes  and  a  thorough  knowledge  of  addition, 
subtraction,  multiplication  and  division  combinations. 

"Our  penmanship  record  has  been  excellent,  each  award 
havng  been  a  gold  seal  which  means  superior  work  in  both 
daily  work  and  formal  test  papers."  .  .  .Marian  E.  Cowan. 

SPECIAL  CLASS^TURNERS  FALLS 

"Much  remedial  and  individual  work  has  been  done  in 
arithmetic,  penmanship  and  reading.  This  work  has  in- 
volved much  drill  and  the  use  of  phonetics  correlated  with 
written  and  spoken  English  and  spelling.  The  older  group  has 
successfully  studied  the  geography  of  the  New  England  States, 
their  natural  features,  industries  and  principal  towns  and 
cities.  Along  with  the  study  of  geography  we  have  studied 
American  History,  starting  with  the  Indians  and  completing 
as  far  as  the  Spanish  explorers  in  the  United  States.  We  have 
started  the  study  of  hygiene,  beginning  with  posture  and  the 
importance  of  good  posture  and  keeping  our  bodies  clean, 

"Starting  with  the  installation  of  an  out-door  thermom- 
eter and  the  making  of  a  thermograph,  we  have  embarked  upon 
science.  We  have  studied  the  temperature  of  the  air,  both 
types  of  thermometers,  what  a  barometer  is,  its  use  in  deter- 
mining the  pressure  of  the  air ;  what  is  meant  by  air  pressure, 
what  is  wind  and  the  different  winds. 

'In  Handwork  we  have  done  the  required  amount  of  color- 
ing, painting,  and  cutting  given  us  by  the  Art  Supervisor. 
Each  month  we  have  made  a  calendar  for  the  schoolroom  re- 
cording on  it  each  day,  the  number  of  the  day  and  the  state 
of  the  weather.  We  have  made  decorations  for  the  room  at 
Hollowe'en,  Thanksgiving  and  Christmas,  using  cutouts,  draw- 
ings, posters,  and  wreaths. 

"Using  small  frames,  the  pupils  have  woven  pot-holders 
from  jersey  loops.  They  have  also  successfully  completed 
some  doorstops  which  have  been  taken  home  as  Christmas 
presents.  This  involved  the  drawing  of  the  design  on  a  piece 
of  board,  the  use  of  the  jig-saw,  sandpaper,  and  the  application 
of  three  different  colors  of  paint.  By  using  some  old  dis- 
carded Christmas  cards  and  blending  some  construction  paper 
we  have  made  some  attractive  calendars."  .  .  . 

Isabel  M.  Holmes. 

AMERICANIZATION  CLASS 

Due  to  the  evident  lack  of  interest  in  the  Americanization 
classes  and  the  few  registrations,  it  was  not  deemed  advisable 
to  conduct  a  class  in  Americanization  work  in  the  Turners 
Falls  precinct  during  the  year  1945-46.  There  were  sufficient 
registrations  in  the  Millers  Falls  precinct  to  warrant  holding  a 
class  which  was  organized  October  11,  1945,  at  the  Highland 
School  under  the  supervision  of  Mrs.  Grace  Vinten. 
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"Thirteen  women  are  enrolled  in  the  class  which  meets 
three  nights  a  week.  Three  of  the  registrants  have  their  citi- 
zenship papers;  one  passed  her  examination  and  one  other  is 
waiting  to  be  called  for  examination.  Emphasis  is  placed  on 
reading,  spelling  and  cursive  writing.  The  work  is  arranged 
so  that  each  student  can  progress  at  her  own  rate  of  speed. 
The  class  has  shown  much  interest  in  conversational  English 
and  a  certain  amount  of  the  instruction  period  is  devoted  to 
group  discussion  and  conversation  in  the  English  language. 

"The  class  has  visited  the  Millers  Falls  Library  where  it 
was  extended  the  courtesy  of  a  demonstration  of  library  tech- 
nique and  instruction  in  hov/  to  borrow  reading  material.  En- 
couragement was  given  to  them  to  visit  the  library  frequently. 

"The  class  is  smaller  than  usual  but  there  is  opportunity 
for  more  individual  instruction."  .  .  .  Grace  G.  Vinten. 

HIGH  SCHOOL  CAFETERIA 

The  High  School  Cafeteria  has  been  conducted  to  provide 
wholesome  food  to  students  and  faculty  at  prices  which  we 
feel  have  been  very  reasonable.  The  cafeteria  policies  have 
been  changed  with  the  recommendations  and  approval  of 
school  officials.  All  soft  drinks  and  potato  chips  and  most  can- 
dies have  been  removed  from  the  counter.  The  result  of  dis- 
contiuing  soft  drinks  has  been  indicated  in  the  increased  sale 
of  milk  from  fifteen  bottles  on  the  opening  day  of  school  to  ap- 
proximately one  hundred  fifty  bottles  daily  at  present.  Home 
cooking  has  been  enjoyed  by  the  pupils. 

Approximately  fifty  Grammar  School  pupils  purchase  the 
plate  lunches  while  other  pupils  use  the  cafeteria  facilities  and 
supplement  with  hot  soup  and  dessert  the  lunches  brought  from 
home.  The  number  of  high  school  lunches  varies  with  the 
high  school  afternoon  activities. 

The  lunchroom  management  has  been  glad  to  cooperate 
with  high  school  organizations  and  with  civic  organizations  by 
serving  refreshments,  light  lunches  and  afternoon  teas  on 
special  occasions.  In  making  up  the  menus  it  has  been  neces- 
sary to  make  some  adjustments  to  the  variety  of  food  offerings 
because  of  certain  food  scarcities.  It  has  been  the  policy  of 
the  management  not  to  compromise  with  quality.  Appetiz- 
ing soups,  salads,  meat  dishes  and  desserts  have  been  served 
attractively  and,  from  reports,  it  would  seem  that  the  efforts 
of  the  management  are  greatly  appreciated  by  teachers  and 
pupils. 

It  is  realized  that  the  cafeteria  operator  is  charged  with 
sanitary  conditions  not  only  in  the  kitchen  but  also  in  the 
lunchroom.  Good  cafeteria  conduct  is  especially  important 
and  has  its  education  value.  We  have  attempted  to  main- 
tain high  standards  of  service  and  we  look  forward  to  a  better 
situation  in  the  matter  of  foods  available  for  our  children.  .  . . 

Mrs.  Mary  Whiteman. 
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LIP  READING  INSTRUCTION 

"Classes  were  held  in  lip  reading  at  the  schools  in  Turners- 
Falls  and  Montague,  The  attendance  has  been  good  and  the 
attitude  toward  the  classes  has  been  encouraging.  In  cases 
that  showed  a  critical  need  speech  correction  work  has  been 
carried  on.  Two  children  from  out  of  town  were  included  in 
this  class  last  year. 

"Audiometer  tests  were  given  in  September,  1945,  with 
the  assistance  of  the  school  nurse.  Miss  Euphrasia  Purrington. 
After  careful  re- tests  forty-three  children  were  found  to  have 
some  degree  of  hearing  loss  and  lip  reading  and  medical  care 
were  recommended.  There  are  six  children  whose  hearing  has 
improved  since  last  year  who  are  continuing  their  lip  reading 
practice  by  their  own  request. 

"When  severe  hearing  loss  is  reported,  the  best  medical 
advice  should  be  secured  to  determine  what  course  should  be 
taken  to  help  the  child.  We  know  that  the  care  of  an  ear 
specialist,  lip  reading  and  hearing  aids  have  done  much  to  re- 
lieve the  strain  under  which  a  child  with  poor  hearing  works 
until  some  help  is  secured. 

"As  soon  as  instruments  are  available  again  we  hope  to 
have  a  true-tone  testing  system  which  will  give  not  only  the 
degree  of  hearing  loss  but  the  register  in  which  the  loss  is  in- 
dicated. This  is  a  valuable  test  that  gives  a  clear  picture  of 
the  hearing  difficulty.    .  . . " — Mrs.  France  A.  Gillett. 

SUMMARY  OF  MAINTENANCE  AND  REPAIRS 
COMPLETED  IN  1945 

1.  Exterior  decorating  of  the  following  buildings :  Montague 
City,  South  End,  Central  St.,  New  8th  St.  and  High 
Schools. 

2.  All  flag  poles  re-painted. 

3.  Repairs  to  the  vestibule  and  construction  of  a  canopy  over 
the  main  entrance  of  Montague  City  School. 

4.  Coping  over  high  school  corridors  water-proofed. 

5.  New  window-sashes  installed  in  basement  of  New  8th  St. 
School. 

6.  New  concrete  window  sills  installed  in  basement  windows 
of  Nev/  8th  St.  School. 

7.  Concrete  apron  installed  on  south  side  of  high  school. 

8.  Replacement  of  gutters  and  conduits  at  South  End  School. 

9.  Doors  of  the  high  school  gymnasium  and  steel  fire  escapes 
re-painted. 

10.  Front  trim  of  the  Highland  School  re-finished. 

11.  Corridors  of  New  8th  St.  School  re-decorated. 

12.  Replacement  of  boiler  at  Central  St.  School. 

13.  Re-conversion  to  fuel  oil  at  High  School. 
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14.  Metal  ventilators  on  roof  of  Hig-h  School,  gymnasium  and 
Grammar  School  re-painted. 

15.  Re-decorating   of   front   entrance    of    Montague    Center 
School. 

16.  Establishment  of  First  Aid  facilities  at  the  High  School. 

17.  In  addition  to  the  major  repairs  mentioned  above,  the 
monthly  reports  of  the  maintenance  department  reveal 

the  following  number  of  hours  spent  in  repair  work  at 
the  schools  listed : 

High  School    291  hours 

Grammar  School 46 

New  8th  St.  School 65 

Old  8th  St.  School    3 

Central  St 28 

South  End 69 

Montague  City 5 

Millers  Falls 30 

Montag-ue     44 

581  hours 

The  work  of  the  repair  janitor  was  varied  in  nature  and 
consisted  of  such  items  as  repairs  to  furniture,  locks,  clocks, 
uni-vents,  toilets,  door  checks,  drinking  fountains,  replacing 
broken  windows,  refinishing  desk  tops,  etc. 

MAJOR  PROBLEMS  OF  MAINTENANCE  AND  REPAIR 

FOR  1946 

1.  Replacement  of  auditorium  steps. 

2.  Resumption  of  painting  program 

3.  Replacement  of  steam  return  pipes  at  Central  St.  School. 

4.  Re-finishing  of  ceiling  on  top  floor  of  High  School. 

5.  Re-finishing  teachers'  room  at  New  8th  St.  School. 


TOPICS  FOR  CONSIDERATION  OF  SCHOOL 
COMMITTEE  IN  1946 

The  School  Committee  will  devote  some  time  during  the 
year  to  the  study  of  the  following  topics : 

1.  Purchase  of  bleachers  and  seating  accommodations  for 
high  school  athletic  field.  The  present  seating  accommoda- 
tions need  replacement  and  they  are  inadequate.  * 

2.  Investigation  of  the  advisability  of  erecting  a  wire 
enclosure  on  the  high  school  athletic  field. 

3.  Advisability  of  acquiring  more  property  in  the  rear 
of  the  Turners  Falls  High  School  to  allow  for  the  expansion  of 
recreational  facilities. 
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4.  Further  study  of  the  consohdation  of  classes  in  order  to 
increase  the  efficiency  of  instruction  and  to  reduce  the  cost  of 
maintenance  and  instruction, 

5.  Possibility  of  recommendating  the  return  of  the  Old 
8th  St.  School  to  the  town. 

6.  Concentrated  study  and  investigation  into  the  real 
educational  needs  of  the  Montague  Center  precinct,  prepar- 

,  atory  to  making  any  recommendations  concerning  the  type  of 
school  building  needed  in  that  community 

DESTRUCTION  OF  MONTAGUE  CENTER 
SCHOOL  BY  FIRE 

Fire  of  undetermined  origin  destroyed  the  Montague  Cen- 
ter School  on  Saturday,  December  22,  1945,  According  to 
estimates,  the  building  and  its  contents  will  be  a  total  loss  to 
the  community. 

The  Montague  Center  School  v/as  erected  in  1872*  "So 
far  as  can  be  determined,  the  Town  of  Montague  was  the 
pioneer  (in  this  country)  in  closing  a  number  of  district 
schools  and  conveying  the  pupils  to  a  central  school  according 
to  a  well-considered  plan  of  procedure.  This  was  begun  in 
1875.  At  the  same  time,  the  older  pupils  living  at  Turners 
Falls — a  village  of  Montague — Vv^ere  being  transported  by  rail 
to  the  high  school  department  of  the  central  school.  By  1879, 
forty  or  more  pupils  were  being  conveyed  from  various  parts 
of  the  town  to  the  graded  schools  at  the  Center,  at  a  saving  of 
from  $200  to  $500  annually." 

*From  Bulletin  of  the  Mass.  Department  of  Education  on 
"Consolidation  of  Schools  and  Transportation  of  Pupils  .... 
in  Mass.,"  published  in  1920. 

These  historical  facts  would  seem  to  indicate  that  the 
Town  of  Montague  was  among  the  first  to  take  steps  tov/ard 
the  consolidation  of  its  schools  and  to  transport  its  pupils  at 
public  expense. 

The  original  building  at  Montague  Center  was  renovated 
and  a  four-room  addition  was  constructed  in  1924  so  that  the 
enlarged  school  was  considered  to  be  a  well  equipped  j;en-room 
school.  The  valuation  at  the  time  of  the  fire  in  terms  of  what 
it  would  cost  to  replace  the  structure  was  estimated  to  be  ap- 
proximately $149,000.  The  building  and  its  contents  were 
covered  by  insurance  and  it  is  expected  that  the  insurance  ad- 
justers will  consider  it  a  total  loss. 

•  At  a  special  meeting  of  the  Montague  School  Committee 
held  on  December  28,  it  was  voted  unanimously  to  transport 
the  school  children  from  Montague  Center  to  the  Highland 
School  at  Millers  Falls.  This  action  of  the  committee  was 
taken  after  the  committee  had  visited  the  several  available 
sites  at  Montague  Center.       It  was  the  opinion  of  the  com- 
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mittee  that  the  town  was  fortunate  in  having  four  vacant 
rooms  at  the  Highland  School  in  Millers  Falls  to  take  care  of 
the  educational  needs  of  the  combined  school  community  until 
the  time  when  a  new  building  could  be  erected  at  Montague 
Center. 

It  was  possible  to  effect  the  consolidation  of  the  Montague 
Center  School  and  the  Highland  School  because  of  the  fact  that 
the  total  enrolment  of  both  schools  could  be  accommodated  in 
the  Highland  School  at  Millers  Falls  which  has  a  total  ca- 
pacity of  280  pupis  and  the  combined  enrolment  of  both  Millers 
Falls  and  Montague  is  275  pupils.  In  addition  there  is  a 
large  assembly  hall  which  will  probably  be  divided  in  order  to 
make  two  more  classrooms,  thus  facilitating  study  hall  and 
recitation  rooms. 


COMBINED  ENROLMENT— HIGHLAND  SCHOOL, 
Millers  Falls 


Grade  1     

Montague 
17 

Millers 
15 
19 
14 

9 
14 
14 
11 
18 

114 

Combined 
82 

2     

23 

42 

o 

17 

31 

4     

13 

22 

5     

15 

29 

6     

22 

86 

7     

22 

33 

8     

20 

88 

Special       

.......         12 

12 

161 
Conclusion 

275 

Victory  was  essential  but  victory  alone  in  World  War  II 
is  not  enough.  America  must  be  certain  that  it  will  not  have 
to  tell  its  children  that  the  present  generation  fought  in  vain, 
as  did  the  veterans  of  World  War  I.  We  must  be  sure  that 
in  our  homes  there  will  not  be  poverty — that  in  our  schools 
only  Democracy  will  be  taught — that  in  our  churches  there 
will  be  preached  without  fear  a  faith  in  which  men  really  be- 
lieve .  The  better  world  for  which  our  youth  has  fought  and 
for  which  many  gave  their  lives  will  not  come  merely  because 
we  have  won  the  war.  It  will  not  come  by  dropping  our  re- 
sponsibilities and  commitments  during  these  critical  days  of 
post-war  disturbances ;  but  it  will  be  made  possible  by  bold 
vision,  intelligent  planning,  hard  work  and  education.  This 
cannot  be  brought  about  overnight  but  only  by  years  of  effort. 
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perseverance  and  unfaltering  faith  in  our  American  institu- 
tions; and  in  our  determination  to  be  physically,  morally  and 
mentally  prepared  to  assume  the  place  of  leadership  that  our 
American  youth  has  so  honorably  deserved. 

The  Office  of  the  Superintendent  of  Schools  is  aware  of 
the  professional  unity  and  harmony  that  has  made  possible 
the  educational  achievements  of  1945.  The  entire  personnel 
has  been  loyal  and  conscientious  in  its  efforts.  The  School 
Committee  has  assumed  a  sympathetic  and  helpful  attitude 
toward  the  problems  of  the  department.  Miss  Catherine 
Kelley  has  rendered  her  usual  efficient  service  as  Secretary  to 
the  Superintendent.  The  education  of  our  boys  and  girls  has 
been  the  direct  objective  of  all  concerned.  Every  citizen  should 
have  an  interest  in  our  schools  because  the  education  of  our 
youth  has  a  direct  bearing  upon  the  welfare  of  our  nation. 

We  ask  the  citizens  of  the  Town  of  Montague  for  their 
thoughtful  consideration  of  our  problems  as  set  forth  in  the 
pages  of  this  report  and  solicit  their  support  for  the  continued 
improvement  of  the  educational  opportunities  for  our  Mon- 
tague boys  and  girls. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ARTHUR  E.  BURKE 

Superintendent  of  Schools. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL  OF  TURNERS  FALLS 
HIGH  SCHOOL 


January  23,  1946 

Mr.  Arthur  E.  Burke 
Superintendent  of  Schools 
Turners  Falls,  Massachusetts. 

Dear  Mr.  Burke : 

I  am  submitting  my  ninth  annual  report  as  principal  of 
the  Turners  Falls  High  School.  On  the  opening  day  of  school^ 
445  students  registered.  This  was  the  lowest  number  of  stu- 
dents entering  in  several  years  and  in  January  1946,  had  de- 
creased to  440.  This  decrease  in  enrolment  was  not  due  to 
pupils  leaving  school  because  of  inducements  offered  by  in- 
dustry, but  was  one  which  was  expected  because  of  a  decrease 
in  enrolment  in  the  grades. 

Class  Boys 

Freshmen    54 

Sophomore      57 

Junior    42 

Senior    40 

193  247         440 


Pupil  Mortality 

During  the  war  attendance  held  up  surprisingly  well  when 
we  consider  the  difficut  times  through  which  we  have  recently 
passed.  From  the  day  was  was  declared  until  the  cessation 
of  hostilities  in  1944,  more  than  one  million  students  left  high 
school.  Figures  also  show  that  more  than  five  million  people 
between  the  ages  of  14  and  17,  were  employed  in  industry.  In 
our  case  however,  after  the  first  excitement  of  the  early  war 
days,  the  majority  of  our  students  settled  down  to  serious  work 
and  concentrated  on  obtaining  the  most  out  of  the  educational 
advantages  offered  to  them.  It  speaks  well  for  the  parents 
of  our  community  that  they  had  sufficient  vision  to  see  to  it 
that  their  children  continued  their  education  in  high  school. 


Girls 

Total 

65 

119 

62 

119 

57 

99 

63 

103 
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Geographical  Distribution  of  Students  as  of  January  1,  1945 

Sen.            Jr.         Soph.  Fresh.  Total 

Turners   Falls    ....     69             54             75  62  260 

Millers  Falls 11               7             12  8  38 

Montag-ue  Center  .  .     10              9             16  20  55 

Riverside  and  Gill  .2             11               8  9  30 

Montague  City  ....        7               8               7  9  31 

Erving    2               6               0  9  17 

Greenfield    .... 1               1               0  0  2 

Lake  Pleasant   1               3               1  2  7 


103 


99 


119 


119 


440 


Enrolment  by  Subjects 

Through-out  the  country  some  changes  took  place  in  the 
curricula  of  high  schools  during  the  critical  period.  Schools 
cooperated  with  the  military  in  an  attempt  to  adapt  each  and 
every  course  as  far  as  possible,  to  the  winning  of  the  war. 
Special  emphasis  was  given  to  science,  mathematics  and  Ian- 
gauges,  while  such  courses  as  aeronautics  and  shop  mathemat- 
ics were  introduced.  Since  we  have  always  insisted  upon  a 
full  course  in  mathematics  and  science,  our  job  here  was  not 
difficult.  Practically  every  teacher,  regardless  of  the  subject 
taught,  included  the  material  the  military  desired  and  did  an 
effective  job. 
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English  Department 

Boys  Girls  Total 

English  I   53  71  124 

English  II    59  65  124 

English  III    43  58  101 

English  IV    .  . ;  . .  .     41  63  104 

196  257  453 

Foreign  Language  Department 

French  I    26  27  53 

French  II     5  11  16 

French  III 2  6         8 

33  44  77 

Latin  I   22,  26  48 

Latin  II    16  19  35 

Latin  III    11  21  32 

Latin  IV    2  5         7 

51  71  122 

Spanish  I 22  25  47 

Spanish  II   10  25  35 

32  50  82 

Mathematics  Department 

Elem.  Algebra  ...     44  42  86 

Intermed.  Algebra      41  15  56 

Plane  Geometry  .  .     24  26  50 
Rev.   Math,    (Solid 

Geo.  &  Trig.)   .  .     21  6  27 

Commercial  Arith.      15  43  58 

Mathematics  "V"  .18  0  18 


163     132     295 

Social  Science  Department 
U.  S.  Hist.  &  Civs.     41       63     104 
Med.  &  Mod.  Hist.     21         9       30 
History  to  1700   .  .     25       25       50 
Social  Science  ....       4         9       13 


91       106       197 


Science  Department 

General  Science  .  .  38  38 

Biology    45  21 

College  Chemistry  26  29 

Practical  Chemistry  15  16 

College  Physics    .  .  25  9 

Practical  Physics  .  7  5 


76 

55 
31 
34 
12 


Commercial  Department 

Com.  Geog.  &  Law       6  49  55 

Bookkeeping  I     .  .  .        4  52  56 

Bookkeeping  II 22  22 

Adv.  Bkpg.  &  Sales      .  .  24  24 

Business    Training     14  8  22 

Stenography  I 28  28 

Stenography  II     .  .      .  .  24  24 

Typewriting  I     ...      12  53  65 

Tjpewriting  II 27  27 


36     287     323 


Music  Department 

Music  App 54  65  119 

Adv.  Music  App.  .     21  23  34 

Band    20  22  42 

Glee  Club,  Boys    .  .     32  .  .  32 

Glee  Club,  Girls    ....  81  81 

Orchestra    7  6  13 

Majorettes    14  14 


124     211     335 

Shopwork  Department 
Manual   Arts    48       .  .       48 

Home  EconoTTiics  Department 

Freshman  Sewing        .  .       48       48 
Freshman  Cooking      .  .       48       48 


96       96 


Draiving  Departm,ent 

Freehand  Drawing       8       34 
Art  Appreciation  .       1         7 


42 


41       50 


Physical  Education  Department 

Girls'  Physical 

Education 247     247 

Boys'  Physical 

Education    193        .  .      193 


156     118     274 


193     247     440 
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Graduates  Attending  Higher  Institutions  of  Learning 

Before  the  war  we  took  a  great  deal  of  pride  in  a  number 
of  graduates  v/ho  continued  their  training  in  higher  institu- 
tions of  learning.  Boys  were  forced  to  forego  these  advan- 
tages, however,  except  those  who  were  successful  in  entering 
the  Navy  V-5  or  V-12  program,  the  majority  of  whom  did  a 
splendid  job.  You  will  note,  however,  that  we  still  have 
representatives  in  colleges  and  universities  as  well  as  in  hos- 
pital training  schools,  all  over  the  country  and  with  the  com- 
ing of  peace  there  is  no  doubt  that  this  number  will  increase. 


Colleges  and  Universities 


Antioch  College 
Bates  College 
Becker  Junior  College 
Boston  University 
Bridgewater  State  Teachers' 

College 
Colby  Junior  College 
Columbia  University 
Dartmouth  College 
University  of  Denver 
Framingham  State  Teachers' 

College 
Harvard  University 
Jackson  College 
Lady  of  the  Elms 
Mass.  School  of  Physiotherapy 


Mass.  State  College 
College  of  New  Rochelle 
North  Adams  State  Teachers' 

College 
North  Eastern  University 
Norwich  University 
Notre  Dame 

Rensselaer  Polytechnic  Institute 
Rivier  College 
Skidmore  College 
Smith  College 
Syracuse  University 
Tufts  College 
Wentworth  Institute 
Yale  University 


Hospital  Training  Schools 


Bishop  de  Goesbriand  Hospital 
Burbank  Hospital 
Chicago  Lying-in  Hospital 
Franklin  County  Hospital 


Hartford  City  Hospital 
Mercy  Hospital 
Waltham  Hospital 
Worcester  City  Hospital 


Other  Institutions  of  Learning 


Green  Mountain  Junior  College 
Deerfield  Academy 
Bay  Path  Institute 
Northampton  Commercial  College 


Parks  Air  College 
Northfield  Seminary 
Wilson  School 


Extra-Curricular  Activities 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  report  that  all  of  our  major  activities 
as  well  as  those  of  the  various  clubs,  were  conducted  as  usual. 
Oftentimes  these  were  held  under  difficulties  because  of  the 
large  number  of  students  gainfully  employed  during  the  after- 
noon. In  the  field  of  dramatics  we  reached  a  new  high  in  the 
production  of  "Our  Town,"  which  gave  two  performances  for 
the  first  time  in  our  school.  It  was  directed  and  acted  with  the 
usual  skill  and  finesse  which  has  always  been  characteristic  of 
this  activity. 
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The  work  in  dramatics  was  continued  by  the  juniors  in 
the  spring-  under  Miss  Teed's  direction,  when  they  presented 
the  annual  Prize  Speaking  Contest. 

A  series  of  one-act  plays  were  given  during  the  year  afford- 
ing training  to  a  large  number  of  boys  and  girls. 

While  there  were  many  fine  assemblies  during  the  year, 
there  are  two  I  am  sure,  which  will  stand  out  in  the  minds 
of  these  young  people  in  their  serious  thinking.  One  was  an 
impressive  memorial  assembly  upon  the  death  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  Franklin  Delano  Roosevelt,  the  other, 
celebrating  the  end  of  the  war  in  Europe.  Both  of  these  were 
dignified,  mature  and  with  a  deep  sense  of  the  momentous  oc- 
casions they  were  commemorating. 

The  Variety  Shov/  for  the  first  time  played  to  a  capacity 
audience  and  gave  an  outlet  to  more  than  200  students.  This 
program  as  usual  was  participated  in  by  the  band,  the  boys' 
and  girls'  glee  clubs,  the  Swingsters,  and  a  precision  marching 
unit  of  30  girls.  Mr.  Brigham,  Miss  Argy,  Mr.  Perkins  and 
Mrs.  Reidy  directed  this  activity. 

Our  boys'  and  girls'  glee  clubs  have  flourished  under  the 
direction  of  Miss  Argy.  They  presented  several  fine  pro- 
grams through-out  the  year. 

The  Community  Service  Club  with  Miss  McGillicuddy  as 
adviser,  performed  several  community  services  whch  I  am 
sure,  made  the  students  deeply  conscious  of  the  part  they  can 
play  in  a  community. 

They  helped  with  the  annual  drive  of  the  Franklin  County 
Seal  Sale  as  well  as  giving  material  assistance  to  the  Donation 
Day  for  the  Farren  Memorial  Hospital.  This  same  group  helped 
in  arranging  the  street  decorations  as  well  as  the  Christmas 
Nativity  scene  during  the  holiday  season. 

The  French  Club  had  several  meetings  and  had  as  an 
interesting  and  worth-while  project,  the  assistance  of  destitute 
families  in  France. 

The  Senior  Out-Door  Girls  as  well  as  the  Junior  Sports 
Club  conducted  several  hikes  and  activities  of  an  out  door  na- 
ture. 

The  Latin,  Spanish  and  Aeronautics  Clubs  held  regular 
meetings  and  the  usual  post  examination  dance  was  sponsored 
by  the  Aeronautics  Club. 

The  Art  Club  donated  many  hours  to  several  projects  such 
as  the  making  of  Navy  Menu  cards  which  were  sent  to  ships 
in  our  Navy  in  an  attempt  to  bring  a  bit  of  Christmas  to  our 
sailors  at  sea.  A  splendid  art  exhibition  concluded  their 
work  in  the  spring. 

The  school  paper.  The  Netop,  was  published  at  regular 
intervals  as  well  as  the  Senior  Year  Book  which  was  organized 
by  Miss  Ayer  and  the  Netop  staff. 
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Contributions  to  the  War  Effort 

Those  of  us  who  pause  to  ponder  the  events  of  the  past 
four  years,  must  certainly  realize  that  the  schools  of  this  na- 
tion contributed  greatly  toward  the  successful  conclusion  of  the 
war. 

The  efficient  mobilization  of  such  a  tremendous  armed 
force  as  well  as  the  outstanding-  work  performed  on  the  produc- 
tion line,  indirectly  goes  back  to  the  spirit  of  patriotism,  co- 
operation, and  the  will-to-win,  which  has  been  developed  in 
the  schools  of  the  country. 

The  defense  of  America  took  more  than  armament  and 
machines  to  win  battles.  It  took  the  cooperation  mentioned 
above  together  with  a  spirit  which  would  not  be  beaten.  The 
students  of  our  high  school,  as  far  as  possible,  contributed  their 
bit  with  a  spirit  and  enthusiasm  which  speaks  well  for  the 
future. 

In  the  field  of  finance  you  will  be  interested  to  know  that 
more  than  $42,000  in  stamps  and  bonds  were  sold  here  during 
the  period  of  the  war.  Approximatley  95%  of  our  students 
purchased  stamps  or  bonds,  and  the  majority  of  the  rooms 
contributed  100%  to  this  important  field  of  endeavor.  It  is 
well  to  note  also  that  even  though  the  war  has  ended,  the  sale 
of  bonds  and  stamps  continues  and  it  is  not  improbable  that 
this  can  be  made  a  regular  saving  plan.  The  sale  of  bonds 
and  stamps  was  conducted  by  the  Salesmanship  classes  under 
the  direction  of  Miss  Olive  Little.  This  group  did  the  job 
thoroughly  and  enthusiastically. 

During  the  various  war  bond  drives,  the  band  contributed 
its  part  in  the  interest  of  selling  War  Bonds,  and  has  appeared 
at  bond  rallies. 

Various  Red  Cross  Drives  were  subscribed  100%  and  the 
girls,  under  the  direction  of  Miss  DesOrmeaux  and  Miss  Ayer,. 
completed  several  worth-while  projects. 

The  students  succeeded  in  keeping  in  contact  with  men 
and  women  in  the  armed  forces  by  means  of  a  letter-writing 
period  each  week.  It  is  estimated  that  during  the  period  of 
this  activity,  more  than  4,000  letters  were  written  to  boys  in 
the  service.  This  service  was  in  addition  to  a  mimeographed 
letter  which  was  sent  out  at  intervals  during  the  war.  These 
letters  supplemented  the  work  of  the  Netop  and  kept  our  boys 
informed  as  to  the  activities  in  high  school. 

Several  paper  drives  were  conducted  and  a  substantial 
contribution  was  made  in  this  regard. 

The  Commercial  department  assisted  in  several  commu- 
nity projects  and  helped  these  patriotic  activities  whenever 
possible. 
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In  June  the  baseball  team  played  an  exhibition  game  with 
Deerfield  Academy  before  a  large  crowd,  the  proceeds  of  which 
were  turned  into  government  bonds.  It  was  a  splendid  game 
and  aroused  a  great  deal  of  interest  in  the  bond  and  stamp 
drive. 

Perhaps  the  greatest  contribution  which  our  youngsters 
made  was  that  of  spirit.  Unhesitating,  they  cooperated  with 
every  type  of  activity  which  would  bring  the  war  to  a  success- 
ful conclusion. 


Veterans  in  High  School 

The  return  of  men  from  military  service  has  opened  up 
opportunities  to  them  to  complete  their  high  school  education. 
A  large  majority,  particularly  those  boys  who  completed  their 
high  school  course,  are  taking  advantage  of  the  G.  I.  Bill  of 
Rights  to  continue  their  education  in  a  higher  institution  of 
learning.  It  is  a  splendid  opportunity  for  these  boys  and  for 
the  most  part,  they  are  making  a  conscientious  effort  to  make 
the  most  of  this  opportunity. 

The  other  group  who  were  not  permitted  to  complete  their 
high  school  education  because  of  military  necessity,  may  obtain 
their  high  school  diploma  under  one  of  several  plans.  The 
veteran  may  return  to  high  school  and  complete  his  work  for  a 
diploma  providing  he  takes  the  prescribed  courses. 

Since  he  is  given  credit  for  educational  work  he  pursued  in 
the  service  of  his  country,  he  will  probably  have  the  necessary 
units  to  continue.  At  the  present  time  we  have  five  veterans 
following  this  course  and  it  is  a  pleasure  to  report  that  all  of 
them  are  serious  and  conscientious,  and  will  no  doubt  receive 
their  diplomas  in  June.  Attendance  at  high  school  is  recom- 
mended whenever  possible  because  here  he  is  surrounded  by 
his  friends  and  teachers  who  are  definitely  interested  in  his 
progress. 

A  second  method  available  to  these  young  men  is  the  pro- 
gram offered  by  the  Department  of  Education  which  has  ar- 
ranged to  present  a  Massachusetts  State  High  School  Equi- 
valency Certificate.  It  gives  veterans  an  opportunity  to  ob- 
tain a  certificate  which  recognizes  the  attainment  of  scholastic 
achievement,  which  is  the  equivalent  of  a  high  school  education. 
The  state  committee  intends  that  its  standard  shall  be  such  that 
if  a  State  Certificate  is  granted,  it  will  mean  as  much  as  being 
the  equivalent  of  a  high  school  diploma.  It  it  appears  that  the 
candidate  has  not  completed  the  equivalent  of  a  high  school 
education,  tests  are  given,  the  results  of  which  lead  to  recom- 
mendation concerning  the  taking  of  certain  courses  on  the  high 
school  level. 
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The  third  plan  is  that  offered  by  the  Regional  Veterans' 
Education  Center  under  the  auspice  of  the  State  Teachers  Col-  ^ 
lege.  This  center  will  be  established  primarily  to  provide  pro- 
perly for  the  continuance  of  the  interrupted  education  of 
veterans,  the  majority  of  whom  have  matured  beyond  their 
years  through  their  experiences,  and  who  will  probably  find 
the  environment  of  Regional  schools  better  adapted  to  their 
needs. 

Conclusion 

It  has  been  said  that  if  it  were  possible  to  organize  Ameri- 
can schools  in  every  part  of  the  world,  the  problem  of  per- 
manent peace  would  be  solved.  Teachers  in  America  have 
done  an  outstanding  job  and  rny  report  would  be  incomplete 
if  I  did  not  pay  tribute  to  a  staff  of  loyal  teachers  for  their 
work  during  the  past  year.  Some  have  given  many  hours  out- 
side the  class  room  to  the  development  of  our  boys  and  girls, 
and  have  shown  a  keen  interest  in  all  their  activities. 

The  citizens  of  the  town  have  been  generous  with  their 
assistance  as  usual  and  have  supported  our  activities  enthu- 
siastically. 

The  Clarence  W.  Allen  Post  ,the  Turners  Falls  Rotary 
Club  and  the  Turners  Falls  A.  C,  gave  material  assistance 
and  continued  to  bestow  the  awards  as  they  have  done  for  so 
many  years. 

Our  appreciation  is  also  extended  to  Wallace  Marston; 
Superintendent  of  Streets,  John  Casey ;  Chief  of  Police,  Walter 
Casey;  and  many  others  for  their  kindness  and  assistance 
during  the  year.  Your  advice  and  cooperation  as  well  as  the 
interest  of  the  Montague  School  Board  is  sincerely  appreciated. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

GEORGE  F.  WRIGHTSON, 

Principal. 
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REPORT 
BOY'S      ATHLETIC      TEAMS 

TURNERS      FALLS      HIGH      SCHOOL 


December  17,  1945 
Turners  Falls,  Mass. 

Mr.  Arthur  E.  Burke 

Superintendent  of  Schools 

Turners  Falls,  Mass. 

Dear  Mr.  Burke : 

I,  herewith,  submit  for  your  approval,  a  report  of  the 
activities  of  the  several  boys'  athletic  teams  of  the  Turners 
Falls  High  School. 

A  squad  of  fifty  boys,  from  the  three  upper  classes,  re- 
ported on  September  first  for  the  first  football  practice. 
Fifty  boys  attended  the  last  practice  session  on  November  21st. 
This  was  the  largest  squad  carried  to  date.  The  line  was 
coached  and  scouting  was  done  by  Edwin  Prondecki  of  the 
faculty.  Mr.  Prondecki  was  very  efficient  in  both  above  ac- 
tivities. All  members  of  the  squad  were  insured  against  in- 
juries under  the  Council  of  N.  E.  Secondary  School  Athletes 
Accident  Benefit  Fund. 

The  attendance  at  home  games  greatly  outnumbered  any 
previous  season.  The  team  turned  in  the  best  record  since 
1938.  Turners  Falls  placed  third  in  the  final  Western 
Massachusetts  standing,  following  Greenfield  and  Agawam. 
Henry  Martin,  fullback  and  second  highest  scorer  in  this  sec- 
tion was  chosen  on  the  All  Western  Mass.  Schoolboy  team. 
Following  are  the  results  of  the  games  played : 


T.  F. 

Opponent 

Score 

31 

Adams 

0 

33 

Brattleboro 

0 

19 

Drury 

19 

34 

Technical 

7 

31 

Athol 

6 

34 

Gardner 

7 

12 

Westfield 

0 

6 

Agawam 

21 

12 

Greenfield 

12 

212  72 
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The  freshmen  played  a  schedule  of  games  with  Deerfield 
Academy  teams,  Mt.  Hermon  teams  and  Greenfield  Junior 
High.  This  group  was  well  coached  by  John  Welch  of  the 
faculty. 

This  freshman  football  was  made  possible  largely  through 
the  generosity  of  the  T.  F.  A.  C,  who  loaned  their  football 
equipment  for  this  purpose.  Th  varsity  reserves  played  a 
four  game  schedule  with  nearby  schools.  Charles  Gloski  gave 
valuable  assistance  with  this  group. 

The  annual  Football  Banquet  was  again  held  in  our  High 
School  Cafeteria  on  December  11th  at  6 :  15  o'clock.  The  guest 
speaker  was  Robert  Gilson,  assistant  football  coach  at  Colgate 
University.  Short  talks  were  also  given  by  Mr.  Burke,  Mr. 
Wrightson,  and ,  the  coaches.  Letters  and  certificates  were 
awarded  by  Mr.  Burke  and  Mr.  Wrightson.  An  excellent 
turkey  dinner  was  very  efficiently  prepared  and  served  to  a 
gathering  of  150  under  the  able  supervision  of  Miss  Alice 
Reum  and  the  girls  of  the  Home  Economics  Department. 

The  senior  members  of  the  football  squad  received  gold 
footballs  from  the  Turners  Falls  A.  C.  We  are  indebted  to  the 
T.  F.  A.  C.  for  their  continued  wholesome  interest  in  high 
school  football. 

The  baseball  team  turned  in  one  of  the  best  records  to 
date  with  18  wins,  3  losses  and  one  tie  game.  The  Franklin 
County  High  School  League  was  won  by  Turners  Falls.  A 
feature  of  the  regular  season  was  a  14  game  win  streak.  An- 
other feature  was  a  W^ar  Bond  game  with  the  undefeated 
Deerfield  Academy  and  witnessed  by  some  1500  people.  Tur- 
ners was  defeated  by  Technical  High  in  the  opening  round  of 
the  annual  Western  Mass.  Baseball  Tourney. 

Since  1926,  Mr.  Wallace  Marston  has  presented  two  gold 
baseballs  to  outstanding  players.  These  "Marston  Awards" 
for  1945  were  won  by  Robert  Blake  and  Joel  Lorden.  Need- 
less to  say,  the  interest  behind  these  awards  is  deeply  ap- 
preciated. 

The  annual  Rotary  Club  Baseball  Banquet  was  held  at  the 
Montague  Inn.  The  "Rotary  Awards",  two  fine  royal  blue 
sweaters,  were  presented  to  Roland  Leveille  and  Frederick 
Neipp.  The  Turners  Falls  Rotary  Club  has  followed  the  above 
procedure  for  many  years  and  each  year  the  interest  and 
enthusiasm  is  just  as  keen. 

Freshman  baseball  was  handled  by  John  Welch  and 
considerable  improvement  was  noted  during  a  schedule  of  six 
games. 

Twenty-three  candidates  reported  to  Coach  Edwin  Pron- 
decki  for  the  1944-1945  basketball  season.     A  twenty-one  game 
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schedule  resulted  in  seven  wins  and  fourteen  losses.  The  team 
was  invited  to  participate  in  the  annual  Mass.  State  Basketball 
Tournament.  Turners  defeated  Searles  High  in  the  opening 
round  but  lost  to  a  good  South  Hadley  High  team  in  the  semi- 
finals. Joel  Lorden  was  chosen  on  the  All  Western  Mass.  team. 
The  annual  Basketball  Banquet,  held  in  the  High  School 
Cafeteria,  was  attended  by  the  squad  and  their  fathers  on 
March  21st.  James  Reed  of  Hopkins  Academy  was  the 
guest  speaker. 

An  inexperienced  freshman  group  reported  to  John  Welch 
and  made  excellent  progress  during  the  basketball  season. 

Due  to  the  war,  track  activities  have  been  curtailed  by 
many  schools.  The  Turners  Falls  team  coached  by  Edwin 
Prondecki,  was  limited  to  participation  in  but  one  triangular 
meet  at  the  Franklin  County  Fair  in  Greenfield.  Turners 
won  this  meet  over  Greenfield  and  Arms  Academy.  Twenty- 
eight  boys  composed  the  squad. 

Turners  Falls  High  School  did  not  have  a  tennis  team 
during  the  past  year.  It  is  recommended  that  this  sport  be 
revived  as  soon  as  conditions  allow. 

Since  my  last  report  to  you,  the  following  boys  have  re-, 
ceived  letters  and  certificates  in  these  sports : 

Football 

Francis  Stoughton  Thomas  Matusz 

Robert  Milkey  Richard  Clark 

Robert  Knight  Philip  Croteau 

Frank  Pipione  Ramsay  Parenteau 

Joseph  Zayac  Paul  Guy 

Norman  LaPointe  Henry  Hmieleski 

Samuel  Couture  Edward  Milkey 

Edward  Stotz  Henry  Martin 

Paul  Corbiere  Francis  Shanahan 

Royer  Collins  Robert  Allen 

Roland  Campbell  Edwin  Marszalek 

Louis  Milonas  Carl  Dresser,  Manager 
Donald  Stark,  Manager 

Track 

Philip  Roth  .  Edward  Stotz 

Roland  Campbell  Robert  Allen 

Russell  Dion  Edward  Trombley 

Edward  Martin  Roland  Leveille 

Joseph  Zayac  Cyril  Desautels 

Richard  Webber  Henry  Martin 

Lionel  Bonnette  Chester  Mylecko,  Manager 
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Basketball 

John  O'Connell  Robert  Allen 

Joel  Lorden  Roland  Campbell 

Robert  Blake  Kenneth  Robinson 

Cyril  Desautels  Ramsay  Parenteau 

Edward  Kerswig  Robert  Knight 

Edward  Milkey  Samuel  Couture 
Carl  Dresser,  Manager 

Baseball 

Fred  Neipp,  Captain  Norman  LaPointe 

John  O'Connell  Robert  Girard 

Joel  Lorden  Edward  Stotz 

Richard  Webber  John  Golembeski 

Leo  Mann  Fred  Duda 

Robert  Blake  Raymond  Hmieleski 
Roland  Campbell,  Manager 


In  closing  this  report,  and  on  behalf  of  the  coaches  of  the 
several  sports,  may  I  express  our  sincere  appreciation  to  you 
for  genuine  interest  and  support  throughout  the  year.  We 
have  also  enjoyed  splendid  cooperation  from  Mr,  Wrightson. 
We  owe  a  debt  of  gratitude  to  Dr.  Jacobus  for  the  many  ser- 
vices he  has  rendered.  We  appreciate  the  loyalty  and  in- 
terest of  the  entire  faculty.  All  the  janitors  have  been  most 
helpful.      All  in  all,  the  past  year  has  been  a  pleasant  one. 

Sincerely  yours, 

EARL  E.  LORDEN, 
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REPORTS  OF  SCHOOL  PHYSICIANS 


Turners  Falls,  Mass. 
January  23,  1946 


Mr.  Arthur  E.  Burke 
Superintendent  of  Schools 
Turners  Falls,  Mass. 


Dear  Mr.  Burke : 

I  herewith  submit  my  report  as  School  Physician  for  Pre- 
cinct 1  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1945. 

The  physical  examinations  of  the  entire  student  enrol- 
ment have  been  completed,  and  as  in  other  years,  separate 
examinations  were  made  of  those  participating  in  the  various 
fields  of  athletic  activity. 

With  the  exception  of  a  mild  chicken-pox  epidemic  early 
in  the  year,  and  more  recently  of  a  rather  widespread  Influen- 
za epidemic,  which  caused  numerous  brief  absences,  we  have 
been  comparatively  free  from  the  more  serious  contagious  ill- 
nesses. Injuries  sustained  in  athletics  were  all  of  a  minor 
nature. 

I  wish  to  thank  all  who  have  aided  me  in  this  work,  parti- 
•'cularly  Miss  Purrington,  who  has  been  most  helpful  and  co- 
operative. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
KENNETH  W.  B.  JACOBUS,  M.D. 
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REPORT  OF  SCHOOL  PHYSICIAN 
MONTAGUE-MILLEJtS 

Turners  Falls,  Mass. 
January  4,  1946 

Mr.  Arthur  E.  Burke 
Superintendent  of  Schools 
Turners  Falls,  Mass. 

My  dear  Mr.  Burke : 

The  following  is  my  annual  report  as  school  physician  at 
the  Highland  School,  Millers  Falls,  and  the  Montague  Center 
School,  Montague. 

All  physical  examinations  of  the  pupils  in  these  schools 
were  completed  by  October  1,  1945.  The  School  Nurse,  Miss 
Purrington,  was  present  at  all  physical  examinations  and  as- 
sisted greatly  by  having  everything  in  readiness  for  the  ex- 
amination and  by  making  the  necessary  notations  on  the  phy- 
sical record  cards. 

One  hundred  six  children  were  examined  at  Millers  Falls 
and  one  hundred  sixty-one  at  Montague  Center.  Notations  of 
defects  were  recorded  by  the  School  Nurse  and  the  parents 
were  notified  and  corrective  measures  were  recommended. 
Periodic  visits  to  the  two  schools  were  made  and  conferences 
were  held  with  the  principals  and  teachers  in  respect  to  the 
health  of  the  pupils.  I  was  summoned  twice  to  give  first  aid 
treatment  to  pupils  during  school  hours.  Pupils  between  the 
ages  of  fourteen  and  sixteen  who  have  applied  for  employment 
certificates  have  been  examined  and  the  necessary  health 
statements  were  issued. 

Pupils  who  were  returning  to  school  after  absences  on  ■ 
account  of  infectious  or  contagious  diseases  were  referred  to 
my  office  for  permission  to  return  to  school ;  and  children  who 
had  symptoms  of  communicable  diseases  were  referred  to  me 
for  a  diagnosis  before  exclusion  from  school. 

There  has  been  an  excellent  attitude  of  cooperation  among 
the  parents  in  regard  to  matters  pertaining  to  correction  of 
defects.  It  is  a  pleasure  to  report  that  the  general  health  is 
good  and  that  school  officials  and  parents  are  placing  emphasis 
on  health  education. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOSEPH  R.  CHARRON,  M.D. 
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REPORT  OF  SCHOOL  NURSE 

Turners  Falls,  Mass. 
December  21,  1945 

Mr.  Arthur  E.  Burke 
Superintendent  of  Schools 
Turners  Falls,  Mass. 

My  dear  Mr.  Burke : 

I  herewith  submit  my  first  annual  report  as  School 
Nurse  from  February  1,  1945  to  January  1,  1946. 

Routine  weekly  visits  have  been  made  to  each  elementary 
school  classroom  where  health  talks,  inspections,  measuring 
and  weighing,  audiometer  testing,  conferences  with  pupils  and 
teachers  were  carried  on.  Home  visits  were  made  when  par- 
ents needed  to  be  consulted. 

During  the  month  of  March  a  School  Health  Survey  was 
made  throughout  the  Montague  School  System  to  discover  the 
needs  of  our  pupils  and  to  find  out  what  we  were  doing  about 
these  needs  so  that  the  nurse  might  have  information  to  guide 
and  assist  the  pupils  along  the  lines  of  health.  The  survey 
revealed  the  following  medical  history  notations  and  in  most 
cases  corrective  measures  had  been  taken  with  satisfactory  re- 
sults :  allergies,  asthma,  chorea,  (past  illness)  ;  convulsions 
(past  illness)  ;  crippled  limbs,  diabetes,  defective  vision,  de- 
fective hearing,  epilepsy,  mastoid  operations,  speech  defects, 
rheumatic  fever  (past  illness),  throat  ailments,  tuberculosis 
contacts,  heart  conditions. 

The  Town  of  Montague  can  well  be  proud  of  the  facilities 
which  are  provided  for  their  children  who  have  defective 
hearing.  We  are  most  fortunate  to  have  Mrs.  Frances  Gillett's 
services.  In  the  survey  we  found  that  forty-two  pupils  have 
defective  hearing  and  all  are  enrolled  in  the  Lip  Reading 
Classes. 

The  survey  revealed  that  the  most  urgent  need  was  cor- 
rection of  defective  vision.  Therefore,  we  borrowed  the 
Massachusetts  Vision  Testing  Machine  from  the  State  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Health  in  Greenfield  and  tested  602  pupils,  246 
of  whom  had  defective  vision  and  58  of  whom  were  in  need  of 
immediate  attention.  At  the  present  time  194  pupils  are 
wearing  glasses  and  76  of  them  were  fitted  to  glasses  since  the 
Massachusetts  Vision  Test  was  given.  Good  vision  is  im- 
portant and  necessary  for  good  results  in  school  work.  I 
urge  every  parent  whose  child  has  defective  vision  to  see  that 
he  goes  to  an  eye  specialist. 

During  the  summer  a  Well-Child  Conference  was  held  in 
Montague  and  in  Millers  Falls  at  which  your  School  Nurse 
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assisted.  Thirteen  school  children  were  examined  and  given 
nutritional  advice.  This  should  be  the  routine  program 
throughout  our  school  system.  It  is  unfair  to  a  child  entering 
school  for  the  first  time  if  he  is  not  in  the  best  possible  physical 
condition ;  otherwise  he  will  not  derive  the  most  benefit  from  his 
schooling. 

At  the  beginning  of  this  school  year  all  First  Aid  kits 
were  carefully  stocked.  All  have  been  made  uniform  in  sup- 
plies and  equipment  with  the  exception  of  special  departments 
where  a  different  variety  of  supplies  is  needed.  All  kits  are 
now  supplied  with  clinical  thermometers.  With  the  kind 
help  of  Mr.  Mullins  a  few  new  cabinets  were  added  where  they 
were  necessary. 

We  have  been  through  trying  times  these  last  few  years 
but  out  of  these  years  has  come  some  valuable  knowledge.  We 
know  now  that  our  children  need  better  physical  care  if  they 
are  going  to  be  the  successful  citizens  we  want  them  to  be. 
Are  we  going  to  benefit  by  this  knowledge  ? 

One  of  the  fundamental  needs  of  our  children  is  the  guid- 
ance and  care  of  parents  in  the  home.  In  some  instances  we 
find  that  neither  mother  nor  father  is  at  home  to  guide  and 
direct  their  children  and  provide  for  their  necessities.  Chil- 
dren of  school  age  need  maternal  supervision  and  we  recom- 
mend that  parents  make  sacrifices  socially  and  financially  in 
order  that  one  of  the  parents  may  be  in  the  home  when  the 
children  depart  for  school  and  return  home  at  the  end  of  the 
day. 

There  has  been  very  little  contagion  with  the  exception  of 
a  mild  epidemic  of  chicken-pox. 

A  brief  summary  of  visits  and  other  work  follows : 

15  boys  and  girls  attended  camps  last  summer: 

Greenfield     Health     Camp     and     Y.M.C.A.     Camp 
(Through  Rotary  Club) 

Classroom   Visits    1,140 

Home  Visits 417 

Office  Visits 143 

Clinics     7 

Lectures  and  meetings  attended 5 

I  am  most  grateful  for  the  splendid  cooperation  that  I 
have  had  since  I  began  my  work  here.  I  should  like  especially 
to  thank  Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Wrightson,  Dr.  Jacobus,  Dr.  Charron, 
the  teachers  and  all  who  have  in  any  way  assisted  me  in  my 
work  as  School  Nurse.  Their  help  has  made  my  work  enjoyable 
and  has  facilitated  the  program  of  health  in  our  schools. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

EUPHRASIA  PURRINGTON,  R.N. 
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REPORT  OF  PHYSICAL  DIRECTOR 

Coach  of  Boys'  Athletics. 

Turners  Falls,  Mass. 
December  21,  1945 


Mr.  Arthur  E.  Burke 
Superintendant  of  Schools 
Turners  Falls,  Mass. 

Dear  Mr.  Burke : 

I  herewith  submit  to  you  my  annual  report  as  Supervisor 
of  Physical  Education  in  the  Public  Schools  of  the  Town  of 
Montague. 

In  the  primary  grades  the  program  consisted  of  mimetic 
exercises,  folk  dancing,  games,  singing  games  and  action  stor- 
ies. Action  stories  provide  interesting  physical  activity  for 
children  who  like  to  imitate  and  play  "make  believe",  they  also 
help  to  bring  out  individual  self-expression. 

From  fifth  grades  through  high  school  a  series  of  cadence 
exercises  called  "warmer-uppers"  was  taught.  These  exer- 
cises develop  flexibility,  limber  joints,  give  knack  of  control- 
ling other  sections  of  the  body  while  one  part  is  in  action  and 
develop  co-ordination  between  body  and  mind,  helping  to  re- 
lease muscle  tension. 

Balance  is  the  important  point  in  good  posture  (stand- 
ing, sitting  and  lying)  when  this  balance  is  disturbed  by  fatigue, 
accidents  or  even  daily  work,  the  efficiency  of  the  body  is  lower- 
ed. Even  mental  health  is  aifected  by  posture.  Everyone 
can  improve  his  posture  by  standing  erect  or  tall.  The  ab- 
dominal muscles  are  the  greatest  factor  in  maintaining  correct 
posture.  Increasing  the  strength  of  abdominal  muscles  by 
trying  to  touch  toes,  knees  kept  straight,  will  draw  abdomen 
in  and  keep  back  straight.  This  exercise  was  stressed  in  all 
grades.  The  triple  posture  test  was  given  every  two  months 
in  grades  four,  five,  six,  seven  and  eight,  248  children  passing 
each  test. 

The  high  school  girls'  Hygiene  Course  included  the  art  of 
make-up,  cleanliness  and  health. 

Interclass  basket  ball  numerals  were  won  by  the  senior 
girls.      Those  winning  numerals  were : 
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Irene  Maziarz  (Capt.) 
Cecelia  Zankin 
Grace  Traceski 


Lucille  Paulin 
Carol  Schneider 
Sophie  Milewski 


Varisty  basket  ball  letters  were  won  by 


Irene  Maziarz   (Capt.) 
Cecelia  Zankin 
Susanne  Smith 
Jacqueline  Carroll 
Grace  Traceski 


Rose  Togneri 
Marg-aret  Mullins 
Elizabeth  Christian 
Irene  Koscinski 
Kathleen  McGurgan 


Lucille  Paulin  (Mgr.) 

In  May,  "Marching  Tactics"  were  begun  with  a  group  of 
girls  which  was  called  the  "High  School  Girls'  Drill  Team." 
They  marched  for  Varieties  on  May  25  and  also  at  Field  Days 
in  Montague  and  Turners  Falls. 


The  girls  taking 

E.  Sullivan 
A.  McLaughlin 
H.  Miller 
A.  Banash 
A.  Beaubien 
D.  Pelis 
H.  Sojka 
P.  Ryan 
M.  Casey 
A.  Markol 


part  were : 

E.  Christian 
N.  Kelly 

D.  Thomas 
J.  Donovan 
W.  Garanin 
L.  Zitta 

T.  Lobley 

E.  Bialecki 
M.  Englehard 
E.  Leveille 


P.  Warren 
F.  Miner 
D.Wysk 
C.  Kuminski 
I.  McComb 
J.  Rastallis 
C.  Bourget 
R.  Ryan 
H.  Kurtyka 


The  girls  Tumbling  Team  tumbled  at  Varieties  and  Field 
Days  at  Millers  Falls,  Montague  City  and  Turners  Falls. 
Girls  receiving  their  tumbling  T's  were : 


Adeline  Banash 
Loretta  Bonnette 
Jean  Shirtcliff 
Jean  McComb 


Lucille  Paulin 
Frances  Miner 
Theresa  Fortin 
Marion  Rittall 


Wilhemina  Kurtyka 

The  annual  Field  Days  were  postponed  a  week  because  of 
weather  conditions.  The  dates  were :  at  Montague  on  May  29 ; 
at  Turners  Falls  on  June  1 ;  at  Millers  Falls  and  Montague  City 
on  June  7. 

I  wish  to  thank  all  the  teachers  for  their  assistance  and 
time  given  me  throughout  the  year.  I  am  very  grateful  to 
you,  Mr.  Burke,  and  to  Mr.  Wrightson  for  the  cooperation 
given  me. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

(MRS.)  HELEN  C.  REIDY. 
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GRADUATION  EXERCISES  OF  THE  CLASS  OF  1945 

Turners  Falls  High  School  Auditorium 

Thursday,  June  14,  1945 

PROGRAM 
PROCESSIONAL: 

Triumphal  March  from  Aida Verdi 

HONOR  ESSAY : 

Personal  Victory Joanna  Frawley 

HONOR  ESSAY: 

Americanism — What  is  It? John  O'Connell 

ORCHESTRAL  SELECTIONS: 

Venetian  Love  Song Nevin 

Valse  Triste Sibelius 

High  School  Orchestra 

COMMENCEMENT  ADDRESS: 

"Learning  to  Lead"  Mr.  Fletcher  Wood  Taft 

PRESENTATION  OF  DIPLOMAS: 

Arthur  E.  Burke,  Superintendent  of  Schools 

PRESENTATION  OF  AWARDS : 

Rensselaer  Polytechnic  Institute  Medal 
Washington  and  Franklin  Award 
Becker  College  Medal 
Turners  Falls  Rotary  Club  Award 
Class  of  1913  Award 
Class  of  1945 — Joseph  J.  Sheff  Award 
Principal  George  F.  Wrightson 

CLASS  SONG: 

Class  of  1945 

ALMA  MATER  SONG : 

Student  Body 

RECESSIONAL: 

Pomp  and  Circumstance Elgar 

High  School  Orchestra 
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LIST  OF  GRADUATES 


Class  of  19 U5 
Elaine  Norma  Aldrich 
Beverly  Florence  Bartley 
Helen  Frances  Beaubien 
Malcolm  Alexis  Beaubien 
-    £Robert  Christian  Belado 
Irene  Evelyn  Berard 
Elizabeth  Josephine  Bialecki 

lIRobert  Q.  Blake 
Lionel  Paul  Bonnette 
George  Albert  Boulden,  Jr. 
Amy  Ruth  Bowman 
Beverly  Cornelia  Brown 
Jeannette  Leah  Chagnon 
Jean  Choleva 

*Josephine  Julia  Ann  Cislo 
Melvin  Edward  Cohen 
Geraldine  Ann  Conway 
Jean  Teresa  Couture 
Constance  Mary  Cray 
Shirley  Adeline  Cronin 
Anna  Eileen  Currie 
Renee  Annetta  Day 

*Alice  Pauline  Desautels 
Cyril  Joseph  Desautels 
Russell  Arthur  Dion 
Stephen  Frederick  Dirks 
Rogerson  J.  Dolan 
Ferdinand  John  Duda 
Marguerite  Agnes  Earley 
Genevieve  Marcella  Engerman 
Shirley  Elizabeth  Fish 
Theresa  Rollande  Forcier 
Bertha  Josephine  Fortin 
tt*Joanna  Frawley 

*Albina  Anna  Franckus 
Lillian  Alice  Gamelin 
Sophie  Goly 
Norman  Ezra  Greenspan 

£Louis  Heni-y  Greuling 
Annette  Rose  Guilbault 

*Winifred  Alice  Gunn 

£Ricliard  Osborne  Guy 
Imelda  Rose  Hamelin 
t*Ann  Harlow 

Raymond  John  Hmieleski 


Turners  Falls  High  School 
Lucille  Eleanor  Lambert 
Constance  Julia  Lamontague 
Frederick  George  LeMieux 
Ruth  Gladys  Letourneau 

§Rolland  James  Leveille 

*David  Emmerson  Long 
'[|*Joel  Eastman  Lorden 

lILeo  Leamy  Mann 
Edward  James  Martin 
Robert  Louis  Martin 
Harry  Edward  Mathieu 
Raymond  Arthur  Mathieu 
Irene  Anne  Maziarz 

£William  James  McComb 

*Anne  Lenore  McLaughlin 
Sophie  Lucille  Milewski 
Walter  Frank  Milewski 

*Helen  Jean  Miller 

£Ernest  E.  Morin 
June  Frances  Nadeau 

§Frederick  Russell  Neipp 
t*John  Maurice  O'Connell 
Therese  A.  Parks 
Joseph  Marcel  Paulin 

*Lucille  Dolores  Paulin 
Helen  Margaret  Powers 
Alice  Anna  Prentice 
Joseph  Louis  Puhala 
Joseph  Francis  Rabecki 

£John  Griswold  Rajmiond 
Philip  George  Roth 

*Nora  Rose  Ryan 

£Francis  Albert  Sabato,  Jr. 
Dorothy  Helen  Saharceski 

*  Carol  Irene  Schneider 
£Walter  John  Schuhle 

Arthur  George  Edmond  Sicard 
Blanche  Catherine  Siradejko 
Anthony  Sirum 
Shirley  E.  Smith 
Louis  Joseph  Sojka 
Pauline  Leonore  Sokoloski 
William  Hudson  Thistle. 
£Francis  Charles  Togneri 

*  Grace  Frances  Traceski 
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Eileen  Katherine  Jacobus 
Catherine  Isabelle  Jalicki 
Julia  Antoinette  Jedrzejowski 
Gloria  Lillian  Johnson 
Longina  Kania 
Patrick  Daniel  Kelleher 

*  Ronald  Thomas  Kelly 
Helen  Mary  Kruczek 
Chester  Raymond  Kuklewicz 

*  Helen  Kulch 

Helen  Anne  Kurtyka 


Dolores  Marie  Viens 

George  Zoel  Vivier 
£Joseph  Wasielewski 
TIRichard  Donald  Webber 

Edna  Sara  Weed 

Beverly  Ann  Welcome 

Rose  Madeleine  Wojtasiewicz 
*  Mildred  Zak 

Cecelia  Alice  Zankin 

Louise  Eleanor  Zitta 


*  Members  of  Pro  Merito  Society. 

t  Honorary  Membership  Woman's  Club. 

J  Honor  Essayists. 

§  Winners  of  Rotary  Club  Athletic  Awards. 

Tj  Winners  of  Marston  Awards. 

£  Granted  Diplomas — in  Military  Service. 


CLASS  MOTTO 

"Through  Difficulties,  to  the  Stars" 


